Transit Asset Management (TAM)
Performance Measures and Targets
Background
The Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP‐21) Act and the subsequent Fixing America’s
Surface Transportation (FAST) Act had set performance management requirements for transit capital
assets. These transit requirements established four Transit Asset Management (TAM) performance
measures:





Revenue Vehicle: Percentage of Revenue Vehicles (by type) that exceed the Useful Life
Benchmark (ULB);
Non‐Revenue Vehicle: Percentage of Non‐Revenue Vehicles (by type) that exceed the Useful Life
Benchmark (ULB);
Facilities: Percentage of Facilities (by group) that are rated less than 3.0 on the Transit Economic
Requirements Model (TERM) scale; and
Infrastructure: Percentage of track segments (by mode) that have performance restrictions.

All transit providers are required to develop TAM Plans and report TAM Targets for the above‐
mentioned performance measures. The TAM Plans and Targets are intended to help the transit
providers achieve and maintain a state of good repair (SGR) for their public transportation assets.

Transit Providers for Merced Region
For the Merced Region, the two transit providers are:



Transit Joint Powers Authority (TJPA); and
Yosemite Area Regional Transportation System (YARTS).

YARTS provides intercity bus transit to commuters and park visitors, whereas TJPA provides
conventional bus transit service to the Merced County residents.
In October 2018, TJPA and YARTS had prepared their TAM Plans and had set their TAM Targets. For
these transit providers, the Infrastructure performance measure was not applicable.

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Requirement
MPO’s are required to establish TAM Targets specific to the MPO planning area for the same
performance measures for all public transit providers in the MPO planning area within 180 days after
the transit providers establish their targets.
The Merced County Association of Governments (MCAG) sets the region’s two individual TAM Targets
based on the distinct services of the two transit providers.

Useful Life Benchmark (ULB)
For rolling stock, the FTA 2017 Useful Life Benchmark (ULB) was used to gauge the need for
replacement. The FTA table assigns the following ULB for the following vehicles in service: Bus = 14
years; Cutaway bus = 10 years; Van and minivan = 8 years.

Transit Economic Requirements Model (TERM)
For facility evaluation, the Transit Economic Requirements Model (TERM) Scale was used.

The TERM threshold for TAM target setting is a rating less than 3.0, which would be classifications of
Marginal and Poor. These capital assets would require major repair or replacement.

TAM Targets for TJPA

TJPA completed the construction of their new operations and maintenance facility in November 2018
and moved in December 2018. TJPA and YARTS purchased a building in early 2018 to remodel to house
management and administrative staff. The administrative facility will be remodeled and moved into in
2019. The two modular buildings are in good‐excellent condition and will be eventually be used to house
YARTS operational personnel.
TJPA does not own any infrastructure.

TAM Targets for YARTS

YARTS owns and operates ten buses. Regarding years of service, one bus has eight years, seven buses
have six years, and two buses have three years. The FTA ULB for buses is 14 years.

The only facility, owned by YARTS, is the Park and Ride Lot in the City of Mariposa.
YARTS does not own any infrastructure.

