essential to get funding

k By John M. Derby

“ A group of over 100
business and givic lead-
ers :met at the Multi-cul-
tural Arts Center to listen
to. Congressman ‘Dennis
Cardoza on. the ‘topic' of
“One Vome ~and how
essentlal it lS in attractmg
both ~'state and . feder*al,
funding ;j"_to‘,,‘ ‘Merced
County. ==~ "‘"i
' Cardoza ' mixed.’
words when he sald that
funding is a very compet~
illve busmess and |
order for Meroed Counly
to keep. up with its neigh-
boring coun’nes it needs
to be Vlsual in
Washlngton ' '

“Legislators - want to
- 'know what the grass
“roots  people want,”
Cardoza told .the audl-‘

ence.

He sald that Stanlsla S
" County sent a delegatlon
of 75 to ‘Washington and
San Joaquin County sent
.a delegation of 100.
These people spllt up and

g vus;ted . many.

Congressmen .. - _and

Senators, sitting in- on.
‘committee -hearing and.

learning” about the lay of
the land. o
Washmgton is mmf‘e up

of ma‘ny factlons howev—‘

er de”plte what some

people think the legisla-.

‘tors from the San Joaquin
Valley ‘make up a Valley
. Team which runs over
i _rty boundaries. “We all
L getie ong,“ said Cardoza
re,‘ernng to. Pombo
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g Acosla -and Radonovich.
Th 2'issues we push for

“are important to the

, whole valley
. As an example the cur-

*":‘rent legal battle over

riant Dam, which some
wironmentalists would

“like 'to have ‘torn down. "
“The battle has reached
the courts- and it could
if‘change the whole face of

‘the . west side -which
depends on Fnant water.
- fo:grow crops. :
Even though Cardoza )
is only in his second term_
of office, he feels he has
had - some successes.

. Last year he was able to
- get two road funding proj--

ects _approved in the fed-:

“eral transportation- bill.

Most: Congressmen only

. got.one project. .

Locally ~ hée . got

$400,000 for the Campus
: Parkway, ‘which he feels

is an lmportant part of the
future infrastructure of
north l\/lerced The year

before he was more suocess-

“ful jn getting $1.5 million for

engineering on the Campus
Parkway, however he also
worked with One Voice in get-
ting a $1.4 million environmen-
tal study ofthe Hilmar-Turlock

bypass and enterchange. There

was another federal project ap-
proved for $125,000 to be spent

‘on'a Small Business training
program and a grasslands
drainage project in the Los
‘Banos and Dos Palos area
which saved 100,000 acres of
‘farm land and cost $1.6 million.

Cardoza also was success-
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ful while'in state politics help-
ing to push valley projects. His
‘career started as a City Coun-
cilmanin Atwater when he was
only 24 yearsold. He was later
appointed to serve on-the
Merced City Council.. :
' Getting a taste of politics he
decided to run for the state As-
sembly andwas elected for sev-
eral terms until the term limits
law forced him out. He normally
would have run for the State
Senate however he opted torun
againstincumbent Gary Condit
for US Congress. '
The race was brutal but

Cardoza survived and wenton

to beat Senator Dick Montieth
for the Congressional seat. He
is now at the end of his second
term and is up for reelection in,
November. His opponentin the
Repulican party is John Kanno.



