By Beverly Barela.

“One VYoice was a very
positive experience,” said
Scott Galbraith, President of
Merced County Economic
Development Corporation.

“| thought it was very pro-
ductive,”  agreed Lee
Anderson, Superintendent,
Merced County Office of
Education.

“Its a very worthwhile
experience, and | appreciate
Merced County Association
of Governments for putting it
on. It was great to go,” said
Atwater Mayor Joan Faul.

“When leaders put togeth-
er a community trip to say,
“This is what we need’, it's
more powerful than special
interests going. A wide spec-
trum of the community is
more influential,”  said
Candice Steelman, Public
Information Officer of Merced
County  Association  of
Governments (MCAG).

What Were These
Community Leaders Talking
About?

One Voice Delegation, a
coalition of about 30 elected
officials, business leaders,
education  administrators,
and representatives of local
governing agencies, traveled
to Sacramento January 30th
through February 1st and
met with State legislators to
request help on urgent
issues of regional signifi-
cance.

Steelman explained,
“MCAG has coordinated trips

to- Sacramento and
Washington, D.C. to gather
community, business and
civic leaders for an opportu-
nity to meet with key legisla-
tors and lobby for support for
Merced County. Focus
groups have met for the past
year in an effort to identify
key issues to present, cover-

ing subject matter from
Economic Development,
Education, Transportation

and Water.”

- Cathleen .
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To .prepare .for. the
Sacramento trip, the 2007
delegation met throughout

the community about once a -
month to discuss regional

issues so as to give the
broadest possmle input to

~ the campaign.

Soon, the One Voice
Delegation will be traveling to
Washington, D.C. Galbraith

- explained preparation for this
trip, saying; “In August 2006,
- for example, we had a lunch
" meeting with Congressman
_ Dennrs Cardoza.”

Atwater Mayor Faul said
‘of the Sacramento trip, “We

-.visited. with . Jeff. Denham,
Galgian’r the

?Envrronmentai Health peo-
ple; the  Education
Commrssron the Water peo-
ple, ‘and the Transportation
people. We were busy all the
time.” -

“Steelman ~added, “This
year, we met with a consult-
ant to. the Senate Budget
Committee. The point is to
keep going back to build rela-
tlonshrps W|th legislators.
Next,. we erl invite them to
visit. us. We're hoping they
wrllﬁ,oome,ﬁdunqg the last
w“%etg.,of %pruar in-early-
March to tour therc Vi
Banos, - U C Merced and
Castle.”

Why was the One Voice
Delegation:Created?

Steelman described the
origin .of .One: Veice. - “For
awhile,.the leaders of Merced
County -and :the: rest of .the
San Joaquin Valley: have
been reaiizing that we
weren’t very well known in
Sacramento... We have a lot
more.. needs: than. they are
aware of,.and we, need to be
more forthright,” she said. “In
2004, MCAG asked the lead--
ersto put together a commu—

ear for One Voice,
goi to’ Saoramento and
Washlngton D C. -This year/
was the first time One Voice.
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took the educatlon people to

Sacérdimento.”
Galbraith said,

don’t:believe we've received

our fair share of funding. We
need:the continuing support:

of .our -business--and : local
orgapizations to

problems :We put-aside our

individual goals and speak as.

one voice. There’s not one
issue that is paramount; we
all work together. With a

money “forinfrastructure .so
that we can create business
parks. New businesses cre-

ate jobs in town, which
reduces  driving, which
reduces air pollution.” He
added, . “The Campus

Parkway is a project that
needs funding.”

Steelman said, “On our trip
in 2005 to Washington, D.C.,
we were able to get $1-1/2
‘million earmarked for engi-

neering on the Campus
Parkway project.”
Galpraith ~ continued,

“Campus Parkway is only the
starting point... It-will eventu-
ally, lead. travelers: from
Highway 99 to UC Merced
through a new business park,
and . eventually to Castle
Airport,. making a big circle.
But we need money to com-
plete the rest of the project.”

He added, “The Los Banos
bypass is another project
needing fundrng Highway

152, when - driving . through

town, becomes a local street,
It gets very congested, and
for -public..safety, there is a

“Merced '
has ‘been  ovérlooked. We

~ “We met
" Director of the Transportatron

leverage’
State .and local funding to fix:

whole..room. . full..of. people

~coming in.”

“uous

- plan ta build a bypass.around
the city, for trucks to use.”
_ He contmued “The cross

trafﬁc on Highway 99 needs

to be. eliminated. It is very

j dangerous and deters truck-
ers.”

Atwater Mayor Faut added ,
the Executive

Commission and talked to

* the head of Cal Trans on
- Atwater’s
" issues.

. transportation
- We observed a
meeting  of. commissioners

» who .work: .on transportation
;. issues:
- need. to retrofit Applegate
© overpass to meet Cal Trans’
- specifications because of

*We discussed the

commercial development
1.”. She continued,
“One of the nicest things is

we get to do a lot of network-

w;‘mg within:the county.”

Accordmg to Galbraith,
another issue discussed on

“ the Saoramento trip was air
; poilutton
~ with the Air Pollution District. '
.We need to ‘have an -influ-

He said, “We met

ence over the State’s. contin-
Ieg;statlon - which
impacts our development.”
He - described  another
issue, . “Because the wind
blows from north to south,

the trucks. going over
Pacheco Pass make us the

victims. The poor air quality
from the north is not our fault,
Also, air pollution comes
from farming operations and
.a small percentage from
cars.”

Also drscussed in
Sacramento was manage-
ment of water resources, and
water quality. Steelman said,
“We met with the chlef of the

Division of " "“Flood
Management and Water
Reclamation.” ‘

Galbraith explained, “A big
issue is flooding. We need
help in managing our water
sources, . which- . include
ground water,~ aqueducts
rivers and creeks. . All these






