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JUNE 2017
MCAG delegation travels to
Washington, dc with one voice

The bus to provide free countywide
service during the fair

In May, a 22 member delegation from throughout Merced
County traveled to Washington, DC to advocate for
projects and issues of regional significance as part of the
MCAG One Voice program. The delegation consisted of
elected officials from the cities of Los Banos, Atwater,
Livingston, Merced, Gustine, the County of Merced,
Merced County Office of Education, UC Merced, the
Merced Boosters Club and MCAG.

The Bus encourages the community to spare the air and
let The Bus take you to the fair! The Bus will offer FREE
service on all fixed routes throughout Merced County
from Wednesday, June 7th through Sunday, June 11th. In
addition, The Bus will offer FREE shuttle service between
the Merced Transpo Center (710 W. 16th street) and the
fairground every 15 minutes. View the free fair shuttle
hours below.

The delegation met with key federal agencies as well as
members of Congress
and their staff on topics
related to transportation,
education, economic development, public safety
and homelessness.

At the fair, be sure to visit The Bus & MCAG booths, both
will be located in the commercial exhibit building. While
you are there you can also enter to win a FREE bicycle by
trying out the portable bike rack.

One Voice is an annual
program which provides
our community leaders
the opportunity to
collaborate on regional
issues and projects. If
you are interested in participating in future
efforts please contact
Stacie Dabbs at
Stacie.dabbs@mcagov.org The 2017 One Voice delegation with
Congressman Jim Costa—May 3, 2017
or 209-723-3153 x 109.

If you have question or would like more information,
please contact The Bus at (209) 723-3100 or visit our new
and improved website at www.mercedthebus.com.
RED SHUTTLE

GREEN SHUTTLE

BLUE SHUTTLE

Wednesday to
Friday
4:45pm – 9:15pm
Last bus leaves fair
at 9:00pm

Wednesday to
Friday

Wednesday to
Friday

9:15pm – 12:15am

9:15pm – 12:15am

Last bus leaves fair
at 12:00am

Last bus leaves fair
at 12:00am

Saturday and Sunday

Saturday and Sunday

2:45pm – 12:15am

2:45pm – 12:15am

Last bus leaves fair
at 12:00am

Last bus leaves fair
at 12:00am

DIRECTOR SPOTLIGHT: RODRIGO ESPINOZA
Director Espinoza was sworn in January 03, 2017 to serve his first term as Merced County
Supervisor, District 1. Espinoza first moved to Merced County from Mexico at the age of 10.
He attended elementary and middle school in Delhi and graduated from Livingston High
School. He attended California State University, Stanislaus and received his BA in criminal
justice in 1994. Director Espinoza was elected to the Livingston City Council in 2002 and reelected in 2006. In 2010 he was elected Livingston City Mayor and served 3 two-year terms
before being elected County Supervisor. Director Espinoza served as the MCAG Vice Chair
from 2015-2016 representing the City of Livingston, and was re-elected this term to serve
representing Merced County. He is also a member of the San Joaquin Valley Rail Commission. The Espinoza family focuses on farming Almonds and Peaches in the Delhi and Turlock
area. Director Espinoza resides in Livingston with his wife Ana. Together they have three
children Erik, Breanna and Matthew.

The California Road Charge Pilot Program Comes to An End
A volunteers perspective
By Cindy Kelly
Since June 2016, I have participated in the California Road Charge Pilot. The pilot was developed to “test”
a new funding mechanism that allows drivers to support road maintenance based on the distance they
travel or the period of time they use the roads, rather than the amount of gasoline they consume. I was
selected as one of two volunteers to represent Merced County. There were over 5,000 volunteers
throughout the state. The pilot ended March 31, 2017.
Throughout the pilot, I was presented with travel data that helped me make decisions about my modes
of travel. In the past 10 months, I have changed my travel habits: I began completing my errands during
one day of the week, instead of a few on this day, a few on that day. I also started biking to work and the
grocery store, both are within two miles of my residence. I began walking to friends’ houses or stores
within a mile of my residence. I’ve started considering the possibility of taking public transit to appointments or locations that are too far to bike or walk.
In addition to changing my travel modes, I’ve also realized that I’m ready to “do” my fair share to make
sure that California’s roads are safe and well-maintained. My average monthly “cost” (no real money was
used) was about $7.21 (based on my travel data). I’d be more than willing to pay $7.21 a month to make
sure that I had safe and reliable vehicle access to employment, recreation and just about any other place
I wanted to drive. The pilot program was a great and easy experience. I hope that my participation will
help current and future generations of Californians.
Here’s what’s next:
1. The Road Charge Program will be holding five focus groups throughout the state in the month of
May to participants about their overall pilot experience. The information from participants will
help produce a final report to the Legislature.
2. Caltrans and the California State Transportation Agency (CalSTA) are currently compiling a final
findings report for the policy and fiscal committees of the California Legislature, the California
Transportation Commission (CTC), and the Road Charge Technical Advisory Committee scheduled
to be released in July 2017. In addition, the final report will be followed up by road charge recommendations from the CTC to the California Legislature
no later than December 2017.

CRCP FAQs
Number of miles driven by volunteers during the pilot: 37,258, 866
Total volunteers (and vehicles, including heavy-duty vehicles) 5166

JUNE Meetings & Events:
6/1

Measure V Reception, Merced

6/2

Citizens advisory committee meeting, MCAG

6/14

Technical Review Board Meeting, Merced

6/15

Governing Board Meeting, County Admin Bldg.

6/15

National Dump the Pump Day; Ride The Bus for Free

If your City or Community has public events you would like published
in our newsletter, contact Eva Garibay at eva.garibay@mcagov.org

Dump the pump: June 15th ride
the bus for free!
June 15th is the 12th annual National Dump the Pump
day which means anyone can ride public transit for FREE
throughout Merced County! Riding public transit is an
economical way to save money, particularly when gas
prices are high.
Did you know one person with a 20-mile round trip
commute who switches from driving to public transit
can reduce his/her daily carbon emissions by 20 pounds,
or more than 4,800 pounds a year?
For more information, call The Bus administration office
at (209) 723-3100 or visit: www.mercedthebus.com

I CALL DIBS!
Launched almost 40 years ago
by the San Joaquin Council of
Governments, Commute
Connection is now Dibs!
This program was established
when times were a little
different – offering carpooling as a single solution in
response to the need for resource conservation in the
1970s during the energy crisis. As time went on, the program expanded the options to promote vanpooling, biking, walking, and riding transit.
Anna Maria Fuentes Scholarship Recipient Steven Yeung with
MCAG Director Lee Lor and Letty Flores (Sister of Anna Fuentes)

Along with the new modern look, you’ll notice a new
logo and brand statement that visually expresses the
intent to promote Smart Travel. Dibs symbolizes the very
definition of having the right to choose something. Smart
Travel. Your Way. And Dibs wants to help people get
there. To learn more please visit
www.DibsMyWay.com !

STAY CONNECTED!
To receive text and/or email notifications from MCAG
related to public meetings, traffic alerts, RFP releases,
job opportunities, and more, visit www.mcagov.org
and click on the “Notify Me” icon. You can also follow us
on Twitter, Facebook and YouTube!
Red Nose Day at MCAG - May 25, 2017

