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SEPTEMBER 2017
The Bus breaks ground on operations
and maintenance facility

YARTS to receive federal lands
access program grant

The Transit Joint Powers Authority (TJPA) and Merced
County Association of Governments (MCAG) celebrated the
groundbreaking ceremony of the new Transit Operations
and Maintenance Facility on August 24, 2017.

The Yosemite
Area Regional
Transportation
System (YARTS)
was recently
awarded
$165,000 from
the Federal Lands
Access Program
(FLAP) to provide
FREE transit service to Yosemite
and the surrounding communities on all free National Park
Service (NPS) gate days.

“We are very excited to break ground on the new facility,”
said Transit Manager Rich Green. “This facility will allow us
to be more efficient in our daily activities and able to invest
in future improvements, like zero-emission vehicles.”
This $6.5 million project will construct a five bay maintenance facility, onsite fueling station, a bus wash, and bus
detailing station. The facility will be located on a 6-acre
infill site that is surrounded by other industrial properties
and will provide enough parking to accommodate future
expansion of the fleet.
The project is funded by State Prop 1B and Local Transportation Funds. TJPA is in contract with Modesto-based Acme
Construction Company, Inc. for the construction of the
facility which is expected to be completed by winter of
2018.

The first free days will be November 11 and 12, 2017. Cindy
Kelly, Staff Analyst for YARTS expects the demonstration
project to be very successful. “We are excited to assist the
park with the management of vehicle congestion by offering an alternative to driving and parking. We want to give
Californians and other visitors the opportunity to experience our nation’s jewel, without adding to the congestion
problem,” Kelly said.
Free days will be posted on the YARTS website and on its
social media pages. On those days, buses will run as scheduled and riders will be able to take YARTS on a first-come,
first-served basis. No online reservations will be accepted.
For more information on the free days project or general
YARTS information, including ticket fates and schedules visit
YARTS online at www.yarts.com or contact Cindy Kelly at
cynthia.kelly@yarts.com or 209-723-3153 x 800.

Left to Right: Rich Green, Steve Tietjen, Rene Gutierrez, Director Alex McCabe, Director
Rodrigo Espinoza, Patrick Pittenger, Assembly Member Adam Gray, Katrina Ruiz, Shannon
Picciano– August 24, 2017

DIRECTOR SPOTLIGHT: Jim price
Director Jim Price was elected Mayor of Atwater in 2014 and his term will expire in
November 2018. He serves as a member of the City Council and as a Board Member for
the Successor Agency to the Atwater Redevelopment Agency, the Atwater Fire Protection District, the Atwater Housing Authority, the Atwater Public Financing Authority, and
the Atwater Public Improvement Corporation. Director Price also serves as a member of
the 4th of July Committee, the LAFCO Board and Governing Board for the Merced
County Association of Governments.

SEPTEMBER Meetings & Events:
MCAG
9/1

Citizens Advisory Committee meeting, MCAG

9/4

Office closed in observance of Labor Day

9/20 Technical Review Board Meeting, MCAG
9/21 Governing Board Meeting, Gustine

MERCED
9/9

9/10

9/16

9/21

UC Merced Journey 5K - A Run for Ryan
UC Merced Campus 9:00 am. For more information
visit: http://giving.ucmerced.edu/5k2017
Camp Green Meadows Fundraiser
Merced Elks Lodge 1910 M Street 5:30 P.M.
For more information contact: Lori Ward 381-6601
California Republic Comic Con
900 MLK Jr Way, Merced 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
More information visit: http://colossusgirlent.com
Business Startup Workshop
1735 M Street, Merced , 12:00 pm– 1:00 pm
More information visit: https://valleysierrasbdc.com

LIVINGSTON
Certified Farmers Market Downtown Livingston
Every Thursday in August: 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm
For more information call: 209-394-8830
9/22-24 Sweet Potato Festival - Sports Complex
For more information call: 209-394-8830

Gustine
9/23

YARTS to begin winter schedule
The Yosemite Area Regional
Transportation System (YARTS)
will transition to a winter schedule on September 30, 2017 which
will conclude summer service
from Mammoth Lakes, Sonora,
and Fresno for the season. Yearround service from Merced and
Mariposa along Highway 140 will continue with a new
winter schedule. Summer service from Sonora and Fresno
will resume in May 2018. Service from Mammoth Lakes is
scheduled to resume the first weekend in June 2018.
For more information about YARTS or the seasonal schedules, please visit www.yarts.com or call (877)989-2787

We want to hear from you!
MCAG is updating the
region’s long range
transportation plan that
will guide investments
in roads, freeways,
public transit, bikeways
and other ways people will move around for the next 25
years. It will accommodate future housing needs and help
comply with state rules to reduce greenhouse gases.
As we prepare this long-range vision, we want to hear
from you! Visit our virtual workshop and participate in our
online survey at www.mercedregionalvision.com. Or contact Matt Fell, Senior Planner, at (209)723-3153 x 128 or
matt.fell@mcagov.org.

Gustine Airport Fly-in 9:00 am—3:00 pm
For more information call 209-854-6471

If your City or Community has public events you would like
published in our newsletter, contact Eva Garibay at
eva.garibay@mcagov.org

Highway 59 Landfill
7040 N Highway 59
Merced, CA 95348
Phone: 209-723-4481

Billy Wright Landfill
17173 S Billy Wright Road
Los Banos, CA 95348
Phone: 209-826-1163

Monday - Friday:
7:00 am - 3:30 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am - Noon
1st Saturday of each month:
7:00 am - 3:30 pm

Monday - Friday:
8:00 am - 3:30 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am - Noon
1st Saturday of each month:
8:00 am - 3:30 pm

STAY CONNECTED!
To receive text and/or email notifications from MCAG related
to public meetings, traffic alerts, RFP releases, job opportunities, and more, visit www.mcagov.org and click on the
“Notify Me” icon. You can also follow us on
Twitter, Facebook and YouTube!

Monthly Update
Measure V, Merced County’s ½ cent transportation sales tax, was
passed by Merced County voters with 71% approval in November 2016
and went into effect April 1, 2017. In an effort to keep the community
informed about this transformative measure, MCAG will feature
monthly updates in this newsletter, as well as, establish a number of
communication tools in the coming months. Stay tuned for the debut
of the Measure V website later this month! In the meantime, here is
an update on Measure V revenue.
MCAG has received three payments from the Board of Equalization for
the months of April, May and June 2017 for a total of $2,831,579. This
total reflects all funding categories: local projects, regional projects,
administration and transit.
Local Projects Revenue
To date, $1,415,790 has been received for local project funding. This
funding is allocated directly to local jurisdictions on a formula basis
and can be used to address local transportation needs such as repairing potholes and bridges, repaving streets, replacing traffic signals and
improving sidewalks and bicycle facilities. As jurisdictions invest these funds into their communities, at least 20% must be
used for “alternative mode” projects. The goal is to provide safe alternatives to car travel such as biking, walking and passenger rail. Examples of such alternative modes projects includes safe routes to schools, curb ramps, crosswalks, sidewalks,
and railroad crossing safety improvements.
Regional Projects Revenue
To date, $1,245,894 has been received for regional project funding for projects located in or directly benefiting more than
one jurisdiction in Merced County. This funding is allocated to two accounts – 27% to eastside and 17% to Westside of the
San Joaquin River. Eligible projects for this funding category will be recommended by the Eastside Regional Projects Committee and the Westside Regional Projects Committee, as outlined in the expenditure plan (see text box below) and approved by the MCAG Governing Board. Examples of regionEastside Regional Projects
Westside Regional Projects
al projects include improvements to highways and freeCommittee Members:
Committee Members:
ways, investments in passenger rail, and supporting ridesharing programs.
Supervisor Daron McDaniel
Supervisor Jerry O’Banion
Transit Revenue
The Transit Joint Powers Authority for Merced County has
received $141,579. In June, the MCAG Governing Board
approved TJPA’s use of up to $150,000 to provide free fares
on The Bus for seniors, veterans and ADA eligible individuals with disabilities. This free service began July 1, 2017.

Supervisor Lee Lor
Supervisor Rodrigo Espinoza
Supervisor Jerry O’Banion
Supervisor Lloyd Parreira
Mayor Mike Murphy
Mayor Jim Price
Councilman Alex McCabe

Supervisor Lloyd Pareira
Mayor Mike Villalta
Councilman Pat Nagy
Councilman Mike McGlynn

Administration Revenue
MCAG receives 1% for the administration of Measure V for staffing, auditing and oversight. To date, MCAG has received
$28,316.

Fixing our roads!
Stacie Dabbs at 723.3153 x 109

stacie.dabbs@mcagov.org

