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MCAG to develop countywide
Pavement management system
With the availability of Measure V
and SB 1 funding, the six cities
and the County of Merced have
the opportunity to implement
additional transportation projects,
including pavement preservation
and replacement projects. In an
effort to assist decision-makers in the project selection
process, MCAG is taking the lead in developing a tool to
assure the public that those responsible for selecting and
implementing projects are doing so efficiently and effectively.
Pavement conditions on our roadways is a key factor to
motorist safety. Research shows that pavement preservation through routine maintenance and rehabilitation
not only improves driving and safety conditions for motorists, but extends the pavement life and reduces overall costs. A pavement management system is a system
that helps decision makers make cost-effective decisions
concerning the maintenance and rehabilitation of their
jurisdiction’s pavement. It provides tools for rating roadway pavement condition, establishing a consistent
maintenance and repair schedule, and evaluating the
effectiveness of maintenance strategies.
To develop this system, the condition of the pavement
throughout all six cities and the county is assessed. The
data collected is used by pavement management software which considers the conditions, available funds,
and treatment options to provide information to decision
-makers.
For more information about the system contact MCAG
Executive Director, Patrick Pittenger at
patrick.pittenger@mcagov.org

2018 Anna Maria Fuentes Scholarship
application now available
Merced County Association of Governments (MCAG) is
now accepting applications for the 2018 Anna Maria
Fuentes Scholarship.
The MCAG Governing Board established the Anna Maria
Fuentes Scholarship Program in October of 2010 in
memory and tribute to Anna Maria Fuentes, Grants Program Manager, colleague, and friend. To date, eight
scholarship awardees have been selected, each receiving
up to four years of scholarship funds in the amount of
$1,000 annually.
Although MCAG employees have contributed most of
the scholarship funds received so far, donations from
individuals and businesses are welcomed and encouraged. Donations made to the scholarship program are
tax deductible.
The Anna Maria Fuentes Scholarship is awarded annually
to a graduating high school senior in Merced County
with a grade point average of 3.8 or higher who has
demonstrated a high level of participation in extracurricular activities including positions of leadership. Applicants must also provide a personal essay that describes
their need for scholarship in order to pursue higher education goals.
The 2018 scholarship recipient will receive $1,000 and
will be eligible to receive additional awards of $1,000
each year for three years based on scholastic performance and documentation.
Applications can be mailed or dropped off at MCAG, 369
W 18th Street, Merced and must be received by 3:00pm
on Monday, February 28, 2018. The selected scholarship
recipient will be notified by May 1, 2018.
Interested applicants can access the scholarship application and instructions at
www.mcagov.org/217/
Scholarship.
General inquiries can be directed
to Eva Garibay at
eva.garibay@mcagov.org or
209-723-3153 x 108.

YARTS Transit Manager Set to Retire
YARTS Transit Manager,
Dick Whittington recently
announced his retirement
after more than 15 years
with the agency.
Dick was born in Red Oak,
Iowa. At the age of 18 he
joined the U.S. Marine
Corps where served four
years. After the military
Dick made his way to
California where he attended Sonoma State University.
After college Dick joined Codding Enterprises and moved
to Merced to manage the Merced Mall. After six years at
the Merced Mall, Dick joined Salvadori Reality specializing in commercial properties. With the rise of interest
rates, Dick made his way back to Codding Enterprise and
spent another fourteen years at the Merced Mall. After
retiring from Codding Enterprises, he became a reporter
for the Merced County Times and served as an editor to
the Merced paper.
In 2002, Dick joined MCAG as the agency’s Public Information Officer and in 2005 was named the YARTS Transit
Manager. During his tenure as transit manager for YARTS,
the system served its one millionth rider and expanded
to provide access to Yosemite from six counties: Merced,
Mariposa, Madera, Fresno, Tuolumne and Mono. It provides service to Yosemite for over 100,000 riders a year
from local, regional, national and international origins.
During his time in Merced, Dick has served as a Merced
City Councilman and served on the Merced Chamber of
Commerce and Merced County Chamber of Commerce.
He is currently the President of the Merced County Arts
Council.
Dick and his significant other of 26 years, Ann Westmoreland,
live in
Merced.
Dick is a
father,
grandfather
and greatgrandfather. Congratulations
Dick!
Kathleen Morse, Chief Planner, Yosemite National Park pictured
with Dick Whittington at his retirement reception last week.

Staff Spotlight:
Xavier Garcia
MCAG is pleased to welcome our Xavier Garcia to MCAG!
Xavier join the MCAG Accounting Department as an
accounting clerk. He received his Bachelor of Science
degree in Business Administration from California State
University, Stanislaus after
transferring from Merced College. He is the first in his family to graduate from college.
Xavier was born and raised in
Merced. In his free time, he
enjoys traveling, going to the
movies and spending time
with his family and friends.
Welcome Xavier!

Congratulations!
MCAG congratulates Transit Staff
Services Analyst, Mauricio Torres
(pictured) for being recognized
as a Latino Leader in Merced
County by the Facebook group
La Voz Latina Unida!
Congratulations are also in order
for the following employees on
their recent promotions: Jennifer
Halpin, Diversion Programs Manager; Daisy Zaragoza, Public Programs Specialist I; and
Eva Garibay, Public Programs Specialist II. MCAG is lucky
to have such a talented and dedicated staff!

November Meetings & Events:

MCAG is turning 50!

MCAG

Merced County Association of Governments will be
celebrating our 50th anniversary with an Open House
reception on Thursday, December 21st from 5:30-7:30pm
at the MCAG Office, 369 W 18th Street, Merced. Join us
to enjoy good food and great company at this family
friendly event with fun planned for kids of all ages. And
for the big kids, electric cars will be available to test
drive!

11/2

Merced County Regional Vision Workshop
City of Merced Council Chambers
www.mercedregionalvision.com

11/3

Citizens Advisory Committee meeting, MCAG

11/8

Technical Review Board Meeting, Merced

11/8

Measure V East Side Regional Projects Committee
Meeting, Merced College Business Center

11/9

Measure V West Side Regional Projects
Committee Meeting, City of Gustine

For more information about the Open House please contact Eva Garibay at eva.garibay@mcagov.org or
209-723-3153 x 108.

11/10 MCAG closed in observance of Veterans Day
11/16 Governing Board Meeting, Dos Palos
11/23-24 MCAG closed in observance of Thanksgiving

Livingston
11/11 Veterans Day Parade
11/28 Decorate for Court of trees, for more
information call: 209-394-8830

Merced
11/11 Veterans Day Parade
11/18 Turkey Trot Fun Run at Applegate Park
For more information contact:
Terry Richardson at 209-769-2855

Gustine
11/25

Gustine Chamber of Commerce 2017 Down
town Christmas; more information visit:
www.gustinechamberofcommerce.com

For more information about these events, or if your City
or Community has public events you would like published
in our newsletter, contact Eva Garibay at
eva.garibay@mcagov.org

As a reminder, the Highway 59 and Billy Wright landfills
are open every Saturday from 8:00 am to Noon. In addition, both landfill locations have extended hours to 3:30
pm during the first Saturday of the month and on any
Saturday following a closed holiday. For more information about the landfill hours and days of operation see
the schedule below.
Highway 59 Landfill
7040 N Highway 59
Merced, CA 95348
Phone: 209-723-4481
Monday - Friday:
7:00 am - 3:30 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am - Noon
1st Saturday of each
month:
7:00 am - 3:30 pm

Billy Wright Landfill
17173 S Billy Wright Road
Los Banos, CA 95348
Phone: 209-826-1163
Monday - Friday:
8:00 am - 3:30 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am - Noon
1st Saturday of each
month:
8:00 am - 3:30 pm

STAY CONNECTED with us!
To receive text and/or email notifications from MCAG related to public
meetings, traffic alerts, RFP releases, job opportunities, and more, visit
www.mcagov.org and click on the “Notify Me” icon. You can also follow us
on Twitter, Facebook Instagram,
Linkedin and YouTube!

