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YARTS kicks off free service over
veterans day holiday
The Yosemite Area Regional Transportation System
(YARTS) was awarded $165,000 from the Federal Lands
Access Program (FLAP) to provide FREE transit service to
Yosemite and the surrounding communities on all free
National Park Service (NPS) gate days.
The first free days were November 11 and 12, 2017.
YARTS transported 1007 passengers over those two days.
Cindy Kelly, Assistant Transit Manager for YARTS, was at
Merced Amtrak and Merced Transpo to provide passengers “goodie bags” with hand warmers, hand sanitizer,
flashlights, Clif protein bars, hiking maps and other items
provided by Merced The Bus and YARTS.
“We had a hugely successful weekend with five of our
eight buses leaving Merced full on Saturday and four of
eight buses leaving Merced full on Sunday,” said Kelly. “It
was especially great to see so many children on the buses
as we need to get today’s youth involved in taking pride
in and care of our outdoor spaces. We want to teach
them to be good stewards of our park,” Kelly said.
The free service days are funded through the Federal
Lands Access Program, which will allow YARTS to operate
free buses to Yosemite on all free NPS gate days through
September 2020. The next free day will be January 15,
2018 and schedules will be posted online at
www.Facebook.com/rideyarts by the first week of
December. Reservations will not be accepted, and the
service will be based on a first-come, first-served policy.
For more information on the free days project or general
YARTS information visit YARTS www.yarts.com

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY NEWS
SAVE THE DATE! San Joaquin Valley Policy Conference
The 2018 San Joaquin Valley Policy Conference will be
held in Modesto on May 9-11, 2018. The 2018 conference is being hosted and organized by the Stanislaus
Council of Governments and will build on the strong tradition of great speakers and workshops, fun and informative tours, and great food! Sponsorships and early registration information will be available soon. Contact Cindy
Malekos at (209) 525-4634 or for more information.
San Joaquin Valley Goods Movement Planning
The San Joaquin Valley produces 25 percent of the nation's food supply, and much of our economy is based on
goods movement dependent industries. State Route 99,
Interstate 5, and other east-west corridors play a critical
role in supplying commodities to the global market
place. The eight MPOs of the San Joaquin Valley have
recently completed two Caltrans funded goods movement studies that feature extensive data and information
about freight movement throughout the Valley:

•

San Joaquin Valley I-5/SR 99 Goods Movement
Corridor Study

•

San Joaquin Valley Goods Movement Sustainable
Implementation Plan

Both of these studies can be found at the link below:
Passengers patiently waiting at Merced Amtrak for the
YARTS bus on Saturday, November 11, 2017

http://sjvcogs.org/valleywide_activities/goodmovement/

Staff spotlight:
Navneet Mattu & Artis Smith
MCAG is pleased to welcome two
new staff members to the team.
Navneet Mattu joined the MCAG
team in October as a Transit Administrative Assistant. She received her
Bachelors of Science degree in
Applied Mathematics from UC
Merced with an emphasis in Economics. She is a first generation college
graduate. Navneet was born in India and raised in Merced
and is a Merced High School graduate.

Navneet enjoys spending time with family and friends
and especially her nephews, listening to music, participating in outdoor activities and baking. She is excited to
be starting her career with MCAG.
Artis Smith joined MCAG in November
as the agency’s Transit Director—
overseeing both The Bus and YARTS
transit services.
Artis began his career in transit over
twenty years ago working as a coach
operator for Monterey Salinas
Transit. During his career in transit he
managed the Stanford University
Transit system, The Marguerite shuttle which provided
free transit to the Stanford community and the public,
utilizing a fleet that includes electric and hybrid dieselelectric buses to take riders to campus locations, regional
transit systems, Stanford Hospital and Clinics, and local
shopping, dining, and entertainment destinations.
Artis studied at Monterey Peninsula College in Business
Administration, where he also received a California
Teachers Credential. Artis and his wife live in Los Banos
with their five daughters. He is looking forward to working to improve our transit system for the communities
that we serve.
Welcome to MCAG, Navneet and Artis!

Congratulations!
The MCAG team would like to congratulate the following employees for their recent promotions:
• Nav Bagri, Finance Director
• Cindy Kelly, Assistant Transit Manager– YARTS
• Alicia Ochoa-Jones, Purchasing and Contracts
Manager.
MCAG is lucky to have such a hardworking and
dedicated staff!

M ERCED HIGHWAY 59
P AVING P ROJECT
Caltrans has completed a $2.8 million project that has
improved and repaved the roadway, shoulders and
portions of on and off-ramps on State Route 59 (SR-59),
from SR-152 south of El Nido in Madera County to near
Vassar Avenue in Merced. This 13 mile-long project will
extend the service life of the pavement that was already
in place and improve efficiency and safety for motorists
traveling in Merced County.
This is just one of many accelerated fix-it-first projects
due to begin across the state to improve roadways,
including several that began before Senate Bill 1 even
takes effect. Caltrans broke ground on 13 pavement
projects this summer and is expediting the design of an
additional 50 projects that will break ground over the
next year. By the end of October, Caltrans and the California Transportation Commission (CTC) will have
advanced approximately $5 billion in “fix-it-first” projects for earlier completion because of SB 1 funding.
SB 1 provides an ongoing funding increase of approximately $1.8 billion annually for the maintenance and
rehabilitation of the state highway system, including
$400 million specifically for bridges and culverts. SB 1
funds will enable Caltrans to fix more than 17,000 lane
miles of pavement, 500 bridges and 55,000 culverts by
2027. Caltrans will also fix 7,700 traffic operating systems, like ramp meters, traffic cameras and electric
highway message boards that help reduce highway
congestion.
Caltrans is committed to conducting its business in a fully transparent manner and detailing its progress to the
public. For complete details on SB 1,
visit: http://www.rebuildingca.ca.gov/

The Bus honors local veterans in the
Merced Veteran’s day parade

DECEMBER Meetings & Events:
MCAG
12/01 Citizen’s Advisory Committee Meeting, MCAG
12/13 Technical Review Board Meeting, MCAG
12/21 Governing Board Meeting, County Admin Bldg.
12/21 MCAG’s 50th Anniversary Open House, MCAG
12/22-25 MCAG offices closed in observance of Christmas
12/25 Highway 59 & Billy Wright landfills closed
12/29-1/1 MCAG offices closed in observance of New
Year’s Day

Livingston
12/8 Annual Light Christmas parade & gift fair;
For more information call 209-394-8830

Merced
12/2 A Storybook Christmas parade; 3:00 pm
For more information visit:
https://www.mercedchristmasparade.com

Atwater
12/1 A Christmas Story parade; 7:00 pm
For more information visit:
http://www.atwaterchamberofcommerce.com

Regional Waste Authority to
offer free mattress recycling
The Regional Waste Authority
has contracted with the
Mattress Recycling Council
(MRC) to offer free mattress
recycling throughout Merced
County.
The MRC was formed by the
mattress industry to operate
recycling programs (known as
bye bye mattress) to enact mattress recycling laws in
California.

This mattress recycling contract will allow both the Billy
Wright Landfill (Los Banos) and Highway 59 Landfill
(Merced) to accept mattresses for recycling. Residents
can bring up to four mattresses to either of the landfill
sites at no cost. Contractors and other commercial loads
will continue to be charged the $5 fee per mattress.
For more information on the mattress recycling program, please visit: byebyemattress.com.
For more information about Merced County Regional
Waste Authority including hours of operations and rates
please visit www.mcrwma.org or call (209)723-4481.

Los Banos
12/1

Downtown Christmas parade; 6:00 pm
For more information visit:
http://losbanos.com

Dos Palos
12/7

Downtown Christmas Parade
For more information visit:
http://dospaloscity.wixsite.com/dospalos

For more information about these events, or if your City or Community has public events you would like published in our newsletter, contact Eva Garibay at eva.garibay@mcagov.org

As a reminder, the Merced County Regional Waste
Authority Highway 59 and Billy Wright landfills are open
every Saturday from 8:00 am to Noon. In addition, both
landfill locations have extended hours to 3:30 pm during
the first Saturday of the month and on any Saturday following a closed holiday. For more information about the landfill hours and days of operation see the schedule below .

Highway 59 Landfill
7040 N Highway 59
Merced, CA 95348
Phone: 209-723-4481

Billy Wright Landfill
17173 S Billy Wright Road
Los Banos, CA 95348
Phone: 209-826-1163

Monday - Friday:
7:00 am - 3:30 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am - Noon

Monday - Friday:
8:00 am - 3:30 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am - Noon

1st Saturday of
each month:
7:00 am - 3:30 pm

1st Saturday of
each month:
8:00 am - 3:30 pm

DECEMBER 2017—Update
Measure V, Merced County’s ½ cent transportation sales tax, was passed by
Merced County voters with 71% approval in November 2016 and went into
effect April 1, 2017. In an effort to keep the community informed about this
transformative measure, MCAG will feature monthly updates in this newsletter. You can also check out www.measurev-mcag.com for the latest
news and updates!

Revenue Update
Measure V has generated $6.8 million of revenue in the first 6 months of
the 30 year measure. This is new revenue for the cities and county of
Merced to address our local and regional transportation needs. Each
month, this funding is allocated across four categories as prescribed in the
expenditure plan.
Local Projects Revenue
Per the expenditure plan, 50% of the revenue is allocated directly to the 6
cities and the County of Merced. This funding is being used to address local
transportation needs such as repairing potholes and bridges, repaving
streets, replacing traffic signals and improving sidewalks and bicycle facilities. To date, $3.4 million has been allocated directly to local jurisdictions.
Visit www.measurev-mcag.com/local-projects.html to check out the list of
Measure V projects by city and the County of Merced.
Regional Projects Revenue
To date, more than $3 million has been received for regional projects which
are projects located in or directly benefiting more than one jurisdiction. This
funding is allocated to two accounts – 27% to eastside and 17% to Westside
of the San Joaquin River. Projects eligible for this regional funding are
being identified and prioritized by the Eastside and Westside Regional
Projects Committees. For more information about this process and committees, please visit www.measurev-mcag.com/regional-projects.html.

Measure V at work on the West Side of Merced
County near Gustine: Jenson Road—Bambauer
Road—Canal School Road. Photo courtesy of
Ellen Hasness—Gustine City Council

HAVE YOU SPOTTED
MEASURE V AT WORK
IN MERCED COUNTY?
Snap a picture and send it to
stacie.dabbs@mcagov.org or tag us on
Facebook @mcag.merced or
Twitter #MercedCAG

Transit Revenue
The Transit Joint Powers Authority for Merced County has received
$341,501 of revenue from Measure V in the first 6 months. These funds are
currently being used to provide free fares on The Bus’s fixed route system
for seniors, veterans and ADA eligible individuals with disabilities. For more
information, contact The Bus at (209)723-3100.
Administration Revenue
MCAG receives 1% for the administration of Measure V for staffing, auditing
and oversight. To date, MCAG has received $68,300.
Measure V magnet on a City of Livingston vehicle spotted by a local resident.

Fixing our roads!
Stacie Dabbs at 723.3153 x 109

stacie.dabbs@mcagov.org

