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Regional Waste Authority to Offer
renewable energy source to UC Merced
The Merced County Regional Waste
Authority (RWA) has implemented a
number of cost-saving measures and
efficiencies aimed at streamlining
processes, generating revenue and
providing quality service to the local
jurisdictions and residents of Merced
County over the last few years.
As part of that continued commitment, staff from RWA and UC Merced
have been discussing a unique opportunity to turn a
landfill by-product (methane gas) into a renewable
energy source. The Hwy 59 landfill has an extensive gas
collection system that evacuates the methane, a potential greenhouse gas that is produced from decomposing
waste, and flares (destroys) the gas before it enters the
atmosphere. The good news is this is an untapped
renewable energy source that can replace an equivalent
amount of natural gas and provide heating capacity.
The UC Merced can use this gas to help meet its
“Triple-Zero” goals of consuming zero-net energy and
producing zero-net waste or greenhouse gases.
Both parties took a significant first-step towards exploring what could be a very promising collaboration by
executing a Memorandum of Understanding in
March. There are several engineering and environmental hurdles to clear but the goal is to develop a long-term
(20-yr) Landfill Gas to Energy project which will provide
the campus with renewable energy and heat, and the
landfill with revenues to fund the construction and
operation of the system. Overall, the project would
benefit the entire community by reducing greenhouse
emissions and air pollution and by providing local
economic benefits.

Regional advocacy efforts continue
with Valley Voice trip to Sacramento

Valley elected officials meeting with policymakers in the State
Capitol—March 7, 2018

On March 7, 2018, a delegation of more than two dozen
local elected officials, regional transportation agency
staff and stakeholders from the eight counties of the San
Joaquin Valley, including MCAG Executive Director
Patrick Pittenger and Deputy Executive Director Stacie
Dabbs, spent the day at the State Capitol in Sacramento
discussing issues of regional significance related to goods
movement, transportation funding, air quality and
water. The delegation met with several members of the
State Legislature including Senator Anthony Cannella,
Assemblymembers Rudy Salas, Susan Eggman, Frank
Bigelow and Vince Fong, as well as, California Transportation Commission Chair Fran Inman and Commissioner
Paul Van Konynenburg. Over lunch, the delegation met
with Laurie Berman, the newly appointed Director of
Caltrans and learned about her vision and priorities for
the department moving forward.
The trip is part of an annual program known as Valley
Voice, a collaborative effort of the San Joaquin Valley
Regional Policy Council that identifies the region’s
legislative priorities and provides the opportunity to
advocate for policies in Sacramento and Washington, DC.
For more information about the Regional Policy Council
or Valley Voice please visit www.sjvcogs.org.

April Meetings & Events:
04/06 Citizens Advisory Committee meeting, MCAG
04/11 Technical Review Board Meeting, Merced
04/19 Governing Board Meeting, County Admin Bldg.
04/19 Merced Business Start Up Workshop; 12:00 pm
For more info visit: www.valleysierrasbdc.com
04/21 Free YARTS to Yosemite—For more information
visit: www.yarts.com
For more information about these events, or if your City or
Community has public events you would like published in our
newsletter, contact Eva Garibay at eva.garibay@mcagov.org

STAY CONNECTED with us!
To receive text and/or email notifications from MCAG related to
public meetings, traffic alerts, RFP releases, job opportunities, and
more, visit www.mcagov.org and click on the “Notify Me” icon.
You can also follow us on Twitter, Facebook Instagram, LinkedIn and
YouTube!

Travelers Can Soon Take the Train to
Sacramento for Morning Meetings
Amtrak San Joaquins is launching a “Morning Express
Service” in May 2018 that reconfigures its schedule in
order to bring riders throughout the San Joaquin Valley
north to the state capitol by 8:00 a.m.
On May 7th, the Morning Express service will begin in
Fresno, departing at 4:25 a.m. and will make stops in
Madera at 4:50 a.m., Merced at 5:20 a.m., TurlockDenair at 5:42 a.m., Modesto at 5:57 a.m., Stockton
(SKT) at 6:30 a.m., Lodi at 6:44 a.m., and will arrive at
the downtown Sacramento Valley Station at 7:41 a.m.
Return service will depart Sacramento at 12:41 p.m. and
5:30 p.m., making stops at each of the stations along the
San Joaquins southbound line.
This new schedule is expected to be transformative for
the service – making it a much more convenient option
for business travelers and same-day leisure travelers
alike. Until the launch of this Morning Express service,
the first northbound train along the San Joaquins line
was not scheduled to arrive in Sacramento until 11:20
a.m. That has made it a challenge to attract business
travelers who may need to spend more than just a few
hours in Sacramento.
Passengers can transfer to Sacramento Regional
Transit’s local bus and light rail system once they arrive
in Sacramento, or the station is only a short walk from
the Capitol, as well as many state agencies and
downtown businesses. Additionally, Amtrak has a formal
partnership with Lyft, as passengers who sign up to
request a Lyft through the Amtrak App will receive $5 off
each of their first four rides.
Amtrak San Joaquins also feeds into to the larger
regional rail network, including a connection at the
Stockton (SKT) Station to the Altamont Corridor Express
(ACE Rail) service to San Jose, as well as a connection to
Amtrak long distance trains, including California Zephyr
and Coast Starlight at the Sacramento Valley Station.
Amtrak San Joaquins’ onboard amenities make travel
time much more productive and enjoyable compared to
driving. Comfortable seating and free Wi-Fi allow passengers to work or relax while they ride. And the trains
feature a regional selection of snacks, sandwiches,
coffee, craft beer and more.
Tickets for the Morning Express service can be booked
now at www.AmtrakSanJoaquins.com, or by calling
1-800-USA-Rail and on the Amtrak App.
For more information about the Amtrak San Joaquins’
Morning Express, please contact David Lipari, Marking
Manager for the San Joaquin Joint Powers Authority,
David@sjjpa.com.

APRIL 2018—Update
Measure V, Merced County’s ½ cent transportation sales tax, was passed
by Merced County voters with 71% approval in November 2016 and went
into effect April 1, 2017. In an effort to keep the community informed
about this transformative measure, MCAG will feature monthly updates in
this newsletter. You can also visit www.measurev-mcag.com for the latest!
Revenue Update
Measure V was projected to generate an estimated $15 million in new
revenue annually. To date, MCAG has received nine months of revenue
(April 2017 through December 2017) totaling $11.5 million. This amount
exceeds projections and well positions the region to reach $15 million in
the first year of the Measure V program.

Bloss Road near Hilmar

Local Projects Revenue
Per the expenditure plan, 50% of the revenue is allocated directly to the 6
cities and the County of Merced. This funding is being used to address local
transportation needs such as repairing potholes and bridges, repaving
streets, replacing traffic signals and improving sidewalks and bicycle
facilities. To date, $5.8 million has been allocated directly to local jurisdictions. Visit www.measurev-mcag.com/local-projects.html to check out the
list of Measure V projects by city and the County of Merced.
Regional Projects Revenue

HAVE YOU SPOTTED
MEASURE V AT WORK
IN MERCED COUNTY?
Snap a picture and send it to
measurev@mcagov.org or tag us on
Facebook @mcag.merced or
Twitter #MercedCAG

To date, more than $5 million has been received for regional projects which
are projects located in or directly benefiting more than one jurisdiction.
This funding is allocated to two accounts – 27% to eastside and 17% to
Westside of the San Joaquin River. Projects eligible for this regional
funding are being identified and prioritized by the Eastside and
Westside Regional Projects Committees. For more information about
this process and committees, please visit www.measurev-mcag.com/
regional-projects.html.
Transit Revenue
5% of the annual measure revenue is dedicated to Transit. Currently, a
portion of these funds are currently being used to provide free fares on The
Bus’s fixed route system for seniors, veterans and ADA eligible individuals
with disabilities. In the first seven months of the program, more than
106,500 free rides have been provided by the program. For more
information, contact The Bus at (209)723-3100.
Administration Revenue
MCAG receives 1% for the administration of Measure V for staffing,
auditing and oversight. To date, MCAG has received $115,104.

Measure V sign spotted near M Street and
Bear Creek in Merced.

Fixing our roads!
Stacie Dabbs at 723.3153 x 109

stacie.dabbs@mcagov.org

NOMINATIONS DUE
April 20, 2018
By Noon
www.valleyblueprint.org

2018
San Joaquin Valley
Blueprint Awards
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

AWARD CATEGORIES

Open to all jurisdictions in the San
Joaquin Valley’s 8 counties:

Darrel Hildebrand
Blueprint Leadership Award

San Joaquin
Merced
Fresno
Tulare

Awarded to an individual who has shown
enthusiasm and tenacity in promoting the
Blueprint Principles

Stanislaus
Madera
Kings
Kern

DOWNLOAD NOMINATIONS PACKET

bit.ly/BlueprintNom2018

Sustainable Development
On the ground, existing projects that
exemplify the Blueprint Principles Awards
will be given in these six categories







Residential Development
Commercial Development
Mixed Use
Downtown Revitalization
Transportation Enhancement
Historic Revitalization

Contact
Ismael D. Herrera, Jr., Interim Executive Director
Office of Community & Economic Development,
Fresno State
(559) 278-0519
isherrera@csufresno.edu

