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2018 YEAR IN REVIEW
RTP/SCS continued

he MCAG Governing Board adopted the 2018 Merced
County Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable
Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) at the August
Governing Board meeting. The RTP/SCS was a
collaborative effort between MCAG, the County of
Merced, and the cities of Atwater, Dos Palos, Gustine,
Livingston, Los Banos and Merced and serves as the
blueprint for investments in roads, freeways, public
transit, bike trails and other ways people move around the
county over the next 25 years.

which is intended to reduce transportation- related
greenhouse gas emissions, and the Fixing America’s
Surface Transportation Act (FAST Act), which requires a
performance-based approach to the Plan’s development.

ONE VOICE 2018

In May, a 24 member delegation from throughout
Merced County traveled to Washington, DC to
advocate for projects and issues of regional
significance as part of the annual MCAG One Voice
program. The delegation consisted of representatives
the
2018 update to the RTP to address current regional goals from the Cities of Los Banos, Atwater, Livingston,
and priorities for our growing and evolving communities. Merced, Gustine, the County of Merced, Merced County
Office of Education, the Merced Boosters Club, Merced
Ultimately, the RTP seeks to ensure that the Merced
Realtors Association and MCAG.
County transportation system will continue to operate
Over the course of two days the delegation operated as
efficiently with sufficient capacity to meet demand and
three teams which allowed the group to attend 26
that mobility options are available for all of Merced
County’s residents. Growth in Merced County is expected meetings throughout Washington, D.C. Each team met
with key federal agencies on topics related to
to be driven in part by lower housing costs relative to
transportation, education, economic development, public
neighboring regions, with people choosing longer
safety and homelessness. Delegates returned to Merced
commutes in exchange for affordability. While
County optimistic that their efforts in developing contacts
agribusiness is expected to continue as the leading job
in Washington will be fruitful in partnering with the
provider in the county, health care and service jobs are
federal government to address some of the challenges
also on the rise.
and opportunities in our region.
The RTP includes comprehensive improvements to the
regional and local transportation networks, referred to as The One Voice program was developed more than 10
years ago when earmarks were the fundamental way the
the Tier I Project List and focuses on infill
federal government invested in regions like Merced.
development in downtowns and centers in close
However, even in a post-earmark era, the program
proximity to jobs and services. In addition, the RTP
maintains
emphasizes transportation investments in active
transportation facilities to improve bicycle and pedestrian great value in
the exchange
mobility.
of information
The goals for the 2018 RTP/SCS were established to meet that
the regulatory requirements of the FAST Act, the Clean Air occurs and
Act, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, SB 375, the California
the relationComplete Streets Act, and the California Environmental
ships that are
Quality Act. They were tailored specifically to the unique
built year
needs of Merced County and the feedback that was
after year
received from the public during the planning process.
between local
This RTP was developed in accordance with state and
leaders and
federal requirements, including the Sustainable
2018 One Voice delegation meeting at the White
federal
Communities and Climate Protection Act (SB 375),
House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
officials.

Pavement management data collection
for Merced county completed
Throughout the year MCAG worked
with its seven member jurisdictions
to develop a pavement
management system to assist local
governments in making the most
cost-effective decisions when
selecting and implementing street and road maintenance
and rehabilitation projects. The pavement management
system provided tools for rating roadway pavement
condition, establishing a consistent maintenance and
repair schedule, and evaluating the effectiveness of
maintenance strategies.
To develop this system, MCAG contracted with
Dynatest who drove every mile of city and county
maintained streets and roads with a van equipped with
highly sensitive and sophisticated technologies that will
determine pavement conditions such as rutting, cracking
and the roughness of the road. That data was entered
into a pavement management software that considers
pavement conditions, determines appropriate pavement
treatments, and generates strategic maintenance options
given the funds available. The information was provided
to each jurisdiction to assist local decision makers in
deciding how to best treat and maintain their streets and
roads with their existing and future maintenance
budgets.
The pavement management system is particularly
important and useful now that local governments are
receiving funding from Measure V and SB 1. With these
additional resources, jurisdictions have the opportunity
to implement additional transportation projects,
including pavement preservation and rehabilitation
projects.
The pavement management system will help decision
makers make cost-effective decisions that will help
maximize the benefits of this additional revenue.
For more information contact Ty Phimmasone at
ty.phimmasone@mcagov.org or (209)723-3153 x 123.

MCAG LAUNCHED NEW WEBSITE
MCAG recently unveiled a fresh, new website that highlights the wide variety of transportation planning roles the
agency is responsible for in Merced County. The goal of the
redesign was to offer the community a more user friendly
and informative site.
Visitors to the site can review the Transportation menu for
the status of the regional projects and plans, including the
2018 Regional Transportation Plan. The Governance menu
offers information about the MCAG Governing Board and
committees, while the Public Info tab serves as repository
for newsletters, press releases, audits and the agency’s
overall work program. Links to The Bus, Regional Waste
Authority, YARTS and Measure V can be found on the
homepage, as well as, links to all MCAG social media
accounts.

MCAG Governing Board appointed a
new Executive Director
In August, the MCAG Governing
Board appointed Ms. Stacie
Dabbs the agency’s new
Executive Director. In this
position, Ms. Dabbs also serves as
the Executive Director for the
Transit Joint Powers Authority for
Merced County, the Merced
County Regional Waste
Management Authority and
Yosemite Area Regional
Transportation System.
“The MCAG Governing Board unanimously selected Stacie
to be the next MCAG Executive Director,” said past Chair of
the MCAG Governing Board, Alex McCabe. “Stacie’s proven
leadership and strong management skills make her well
suited for this role.”
Ms. Dabbs joined MCAG in 2014 as the agency’s Public
Information Officer, a title she held until accepting the
position of Deputy Executive Director in 2016. She also
spent six months as Interim Executive Director in 2017. Prior to joining the team at MCAG, Ms. Dabbs served as the
Associate Director at the Office of Community and
Economic Development at Fresno State where she
managed several valley wide initiatives such as the
California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley, Smart
Valley Places and the San Joaquin Valley Housing
Collaborative. Ms. Dabbs first came to Merced in 2004 to
serve as Policy Advisor to former Congressman Dennis
Cardoza.
Ms. Dabbs earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political
Science from Fresno State and a Masters in Public
Administration from CSU Stanislaus. She is from Firebaugh
with family roots in Dos Palos and Mendota. Ms. Dabbs
resides in Merced with her fiancé Danny, and their two
young children Hazel and Crosby.
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YARTS OFFERED FREE SERVICE TO
YOSEMITE ON FREE GATE DAYS
Yosemite Area Regional Transportation System
(YARTS) provided free service to Yosemite
National Park to 6,045 passengers on the 10 FREE
Gate days in 2018. In 2017, YARTS has received
funding through the Federal Lands Access Program for
a three-year demonstration project to operate free
buses to Yosemite up to 10 times per year. The next
free day will be January 21, 2019, schedules are
posted online at www.Facebook.com/rideyarts.
Reservations will not be accepted, and the service will
be based on a first-come, first-served policy.
Passengers are encouraged to arrive at least one hour
prior to the scheduled departure times to wait in line
for a seat as seating was limited.

YARTS Kicks off 2018 Winter Service
The Yosemite Area
Regional
Transportation System
(YARTS) transitioned
to a winter schedule
on October 1, 2018.
The start of the winter
service concluded the
summer service from
Mammoth Lakes,
Sonora, and Fresno for
the season. The
Year-round service
from Merced and Mariposa along Highway 140 continue
through winter with a modified schedule. Summer service
from Sonora and Fresno is projected to resume in mid May
2019, and service from Mammoth Lakes is scheduled to
resume June 1, 2019.
YARTS is a regional public transit service that provides a
year-round alternative to driving to Yosemite from Merced
and Mariposa along Highway 140, and from Highways 120,
395 and 41 during summer months. YARTS schedules make
connections with all intercity transportation providers in
Merced: Amtrak, Greyhound and Boutique Air at the
Merced Airport, and also connects to transit providers in
Mono, Tuolumne and Fresno Counties during summer
operations.

YARTS OFFERED REDUCED FARE TO ALL
MERCED COUNTY RESIDENTS
The Yosemite Area Regional Transportation
System (YARTS) offered Merced County residents
a reduced round-trip fare program. The program
offered Merced County residents a round-trip on
YARTS to Yosemite National Park for as little as $5.00
per adult.
The Free Fare program which launched in August was
made possible through the Low Carbon Transit Operations Program (LCTOP) grant. The grant funded
approximately 1,800 free trips to Yosemite for Mariposa County Residents and was projected to run
through June 2019. However, the program was such a
success, tickets were sold out within the first month
of its release.
“We are thrilled by success of this program,” said
Transit Director, Artis Smith. “We look forward to
offering this type of service in the future, as funding
becomes available.”

2019 Summer reservations are now open!
The YARTS online reservation system is now accepting
reservations for 2019 Summer reservations are now open
for all four corridors. For more information please visit:
https://yarts.com/
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The Bus celebrates Ribbon Cutting for
the operations & maintenance facility

In November, MCAG Governing Board members and
staff celebrated the ribbon cutting of the new Transit
Operations and Maintenance facility.
The facility is 17,813 square feet and is comprised of an
operations maintenance garage, automated bus wash
and bus detailing stations, on-site diesel and gasoline
fueling stations, and plenty of exterior parking for staff
and visitors. The design of the facility provides
opportunities for future zero emission battery
infrastructure and buses, as well as future solar
photovoltaic canopies. The maintenance garage facility
includes five maintenance bays where buses and transit
vehicles will be serviced. The design of efficient
automated bus wash station allows for the treatment of
contaminated water runoff, saving 90% of the water
used in the wash process.

The bus dumps the pump and kicks off
free fare summer program
The Bus encouraged community members to try
the bus over the summer! From National Dump the Pump
day, June 21 through August 31, 2018, The Bus offered
FREE service on all fixed routes countywide. By riding
public transit, residents can help reduce congestion, minimize their carbon footprint, and save money.
"We were excited to offer free fixed route service
throughout summer to encourage people who've never
ridden the bus to give it a try,” said Artis Smith, Transit
Director.
A total of 226, 044 free rides were given during this free
service period. This free service program is made possible
through the State of California’s Low Carbon Transit
Operations Program (LCTOP) which is provided to transit
agencies to improve mobility and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.

solar lights installed at bus stops
around the county
The Transit Joint Powers Authority for Merced County
who manages The Bus installed approximately 70 solar
panel lights to bus stops throughout the county. The solar
lights compliment a network of safety measures and
investments made by The Bus in previous years including
the installation of surveillance cameras on every bus and
the 24-hour video surveillance and a full-time security
patrol station at the downtown Merced Transpo Center.
The solar lights were funded through a grant from the
California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services
(CALOES) as a means to help provide riders with a safe and
secure public transit experience in Merced County.

The Bus to provided free service during
Merced county fair
The Bus invited the members of the community to spare
the air and take the bus to the Merced County Fair!
During the week of the Merced Fair, The Bus provided
11,109 FREE rides on fixed routes. The Bus also offered a
free fair shuttle to the fairgrounds from multiple
locations around Merced. While on the shuttle, riders
were able to purchase fair admission tickets at a
discounted rate.
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RWA to Offer renewable energy
source to UC Merced
The Merced County Regional Waste Authority (RWA)
has implemented a number of cost-saving measures
and efficiencies aimed at streamlining processes,
generating revenue and providing quality service to
the local jurisdictions and residents of Merced County
over the last few years.
As part of that continued commitment, staff from
RWA and UC Merced have been implementing a
unique opportunity to turn a landfill by-product
(methane gas) into a renewable energy source.
The Hwy 59 landfill has an extensive gas collection
system that evacuates the methane, a potential
greenhouse gas that is produced from decomposing
waste, and flares (destroys) the gas before it enters
the atmosphere. The good news is this is an untapped
renewable energy source that can replace an
equivalent amount of natural gas and provide heating
capacity to UC Merced. This will help the UC meet its
“Triple-Zero” goals of consuming zero-net energy and
producing zero-net waste or greenhouse gases.
Both parties took a significant first-step towards
exploring what could be a very promising
collaboration by executing a Memorandum of
Understanding in March. There are several
engineering and environmental hurdles to clear but
the goal is to develop a long-term (20-yr) ‘Landfill
Gas to Energy’ project which will provide the campus
with renewable energy and heat, and the landfill with
revenues to fund the construction and operation of
the system. Overall, the project would benefit the
entire community by reducing greenhouse emissions
and air pollution and by providing local economic
benefits.

Billy Wright Landfill Expansion Project
Over the past year, the Merced County Regional Waste
Management Authority (RWA) has been pursuing an
exciting expansion project at the Billy Wright Landfill near
Los Banos. This project is about 75% complete and will
ensure that RWA will be able to meet the disposal needs for
the west side of the County for many years to come.

DETECTION OF METHANE PROJECT
In 2018, the Regional Waste
Management Authority (RWA)
collaborated with UC Merced, UC
Engineering and NASA’s Jet
Propulsion Lab to test some
experimental equipment. These
true rocket scientists used
drone-mounted lasers to search
for methane emissions from the
Hwy 59 landfill. This technology is
being developed to measure the
gases in the atmosphere on the
planet Mars!

Year in Review 2018
In November 2016, Merced County voters passed Measure V – a countywide ½ cent sales tax for transportation with
an overwhelming approval of 71.3%. The sales tax, which went into effect April 1, 2017, was projected to generate
an estimated $15 million annually. However, with the first twelve months of revenue collected, Measure V
exceeded projections by nearly $1.8 million - totaling $16.8 million in new revenue. From January –September of
2018, Measure V generated $13,295,268!
Local Projects
Local projects around the county have been steadily progressing with half of all Measure V revenue dedicated to
local transportation needs. From January 1 through September 30, 2018, a total of $6,647,634 has been collected
and distributed to local jurisdictions as follows:

Jurisdiction

Amount
Received

Atwater

$541,789

Pre-engineering for the reconstruction of Winton Way and Juniper Ave bike and
pedestrian project, which will provide safer access for kids going to play at Joan
Faul Park.

Dos Palos

$200,540

Repairing downtown sidewalks as part of the “Bank and Bubbles” project.

Gustine

$201,198

Partnered with Hillview Funeral Home to rebuild their sidewalk to provide better
access to Gustine High School.

Livingston

$308,076

New ADA accessible crosswalk at Main and J Street to safely cross to
Livingston Memorial Park.

Los Banos

$692,623

Replaced sidewalk ramps on K Street with new ADA accessible ones.

Merced
Merced County

2018 Local Projects

$1,393,703 Pothole repair program, patching rough areas across the city.
$3,309,704

Reconstructed several roads including Jensen Road on the westside and Belcher
Road on the eastside.

Transit Administration
Five percent of the annual measure revenue is dedicated to Transit projects. In 2017 the MCAG Governing Board
approved a program to provide free fares on The Bus’s fixed route system for seniors, veterans and ADA eligible
individuals with disabilities. In 2018, transit received $664,763 and provided 144,937 free rides to seniors, veterans
and ADA eligible individuals.

One percent of Measure V is used for administrative tasks for the Measure, such as organizing meetings and
preparing reports. From January 1 through September 30, 2018, a total of $132,953 was collected for administrative
tasks.

Implementation Plan 2018-2019
44% of Measure V goes to regional projects, with 27% spent on the eastside and 17% on the westside. A total of
$5,849,918 has been allocated to regional projects in 2018. A total of $3,589,722 was collected for eastside projects
and $2,260,196 was collected for westside projects.
On September 20, 2018, the MCAG Governing Board approved the Implementation Plan, which set regional priority
projects for both the eastside and westside as listed below:

Eastside Projects

Westside Projects

City of Atwater
Winton Way Reconstruction Phase 1

City of Dos Palos
Center Avenue North Project
Blossom Street East Project

City of Livingston
Highway 99 Winton Parkway

City of Gustine
Highway 33/Highway 140 Roundabout
East Storm Drainage Project
Airport Security Project

City of Merced
Highway 59 Black Rascal Bridge Project
Highway 59 Phase 1 (16th to Olive)

City of Los Banos
Pacheco Boulevard (SR 152) Regional Path

County of Merced
Bradbury Road Project (Highway 165 to Highway 99)
Sandy Mush Road Phase 1 (Highway 59 to Nickle Rd)

County of Merced
Henry Miller Avenue Project (Highway 165 to Turner Island Rd)

What’s Ahead?
There are big projects across the county ready to move forward throughout 2019. Atwater will begin work on
rebuilding Winton Way from Broadway Ave to Mitchell Ave, installing new sidewalks and crosswalks. Dos Palos will
continue sidewalk repair projects but will also move forward in the planning of the Center Avenue North Project
that will revitalize the city’s main street. Gustine will see the groundbreaking of the new Highway 33/140
roundabout for better traffic flow. Livingston will resolve the bottleneck at Winton Parkway and Highway 99 with a
new dedicated turn lane for the southbound on-ramp. Los Banos is beginning the environmental and
pre-engineering work for a new regional path to Merced College’s west campus. Merced will continue their street
repair program with two overlay projects. And, Merced County will continue their reconstruction of major regional
roads with Henry Miller Road and Bradbury Road.
Implementation Plan 2019
A new Implementation Plan with a mid-range outlook is currently being prepared. This plan will include more
regional priority projects submitted by the six cities and the county. The first public meetings to discuss project
candidates will be in late January.
Westside Regional Project Committee
January 23rd, 2:00 pm
City of Gustine
352 Fifth Street, Gustine, CA

Eastside Regional Project Committee
January 24th, 2:00 pm
Merced County Admin Building
2222 M Street, Merced
Room 310

HAVE YOU SPOTTED MEASURE V AT WORK IN MERCED COUNTY?
Snap a picture and send it to eva.garibay@mcagov.org or tag us on Facebook @mcag.merced or Twitter #MercedCAG

For additional Measure V information, Contact:
Mary-Michal Rawling
(209) 723-3153 x 119 or mary-michal.rawling@mcagov.org

