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COVID-19 INFORMATION AND UPDATE:
The Merced County Department of Public Health is closely
following the guidance of the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention and California Department of Public Health
on COVID-19 which is causing an outbreak of pneumonia
illness. Coronavirus is a type of virus that causes diseases of
varying severities, ranging from the common cold to more
serious respiratory disease. For more information,
including the latest updates please visit:
www.countyofmerced.com/coronavirus

A message from our Executive Director
MCAG, and its affiliated agencies, are actively
responding to local and statewide orders regarding the
COVID-19 pandemic and have made several operational
adjustments.
The MCAG administrative office in downtown Merced
that houses The Bus, YARTS and our Transportation
Planning/Measure V staff, as well as the administrative
office at the Highway 59 landfill, are closed to the
public. Most of our staff are now working remotely
from their homes. Thanks to technology, we are still
able to respond to all calls and email inquiries from the
public and our partners and perform our daily work.
The staff that are still working periodically in our offices
are supporting functions deemed by state and federal
authorities as essential such as transit, waste
management, and payroll.
Most services for The Bus and all services at both
landfills remain unchanged. A modified YARTS schedule
has been put in place due to the closure of Yosemite
National Park and can be found on the YARTS website.
All buses are thoroughly disinfected every day and
passengers are encouraged to only travel for essential
needs, as well as practice social distancing while on
board.
All MCAG Board and committee meetings are now
being held remotely through teleconference/internet
platforms. The Governor has allowed this temporary
change of Brown Act policies during this emergency to
promote social distancing standards. The public can
access these meetings using the information found on
agendas. All agendas are still posted on the MCAG
website: www.mcag.gov/agendacenter.

RWA AWARDED GRANTS TO UPGRADE
MATTRESS DROP-OFF LOCATIONS
The Mattress Recycling Council (MRC), which
operates the Bye Bye Mattress program, has
awarded two grants totaling $18,500 to the Highway
59 Landfill and the Billy Wright Landfill, both located
in Merced County. The funds will be used to
improve conditions to better protect mattresses at
the drop-off areas for recycling. Together, these two
landfills have collected 22,943 mattresses since
joining the Bye Bye Mattress program in 2017. The
Highway 59 Landfill is located at 7040 North
Highway 59 in Merced, and the Billy Wright Landfill
is located at 17173 South Billy Wright Road in
Los Banos.
MRC has awarded more than $300,000 in funding to
Bye Bye Mattress collection sites throughout
California to fund infrastructure improvements or
equipment purchases to increase the recyclability of
discarded mattresses and box springs.

To date, MRC’s Bye Bye Mattress program has
recycled more than five million mattresses in
California, equating to more than 168 million pounds
of material kept out of state landfills. About 80
percent of a mattress can be recycled and turned
into new consumer and industrial products such as
underlayment for carpet, industrial oil filters,
wooden landscaping mulch and building materials.
For more information about mattress recycling or to
find a collection location or event near you, visit
www.ByeByeMattress.com.

MCAG April Meetings :
4/03 CAC Meeting, 8:30 am
4/08 Technical Review Board meeting, 12:00 pm
4/16 Governing Board meeting, 3:00 pm
Please note: All MCAG meetings will be held via
video/audio conference until further notice. The
call-in number and passcode will be located on the
cover of each agenda. To access the agendas for the
meetings listed, please visit:
www.mcagov.org/agendacenter

Caltrans Begins Route 99 Project in
Merced County With SB 1 Funds
Caltrans recently broke ground on a pavement project
on State Route 99 from south of Buhach Road to south
of Westside Boulevard through the City of Atwater in
Merced County. The $86 million project is made
possible through funding by Senate Bill 1 (SB 1), the
Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017.
Once completed, 16.5 lane miles of roadway will be
rehabilitated and freshly repaved. Work is expected to
conclude in summer 2022 and will occur during day
and night, Sundays through Fridays. Motorists are
reminded that speed limits will be reduced to 55 miles
per hour within the work zone.
This stretch of Route 99 connects motorists to the
communities of Livingston and Turlock to the north,
and Merced in the south. More than 60,000 vehicles
per day use this segment of SR-99 in Merced County.
This includes more than 9,000 five-axle, heavy trucks –
roughly 15% of the total traffic.
In addition to the rehabilitation and paving of the
roadway, fiber-optics, drainage systems and a new
median barrier will be installed. The project also calls
for the reconstruction and extended closures of the on
and off-ramps at Applegate Road and the on and
off-ramps at Atwater Boulevard (dates to be
determined). Both the Applegate Road overcrossing
and Atwater Boulevard overcrossing of northbound
and southbound Route 99 will remain open during
construction. Motorists are advised to use Atwater
Boulevard as the detour route during these ramp
closures.
Caltrans is committed to conducting its business in a
fully transparent manner and detailing its progress to
the public. For complete details on SB 1, visit
www.rebuildingca.ca.gov/.

Highway 59 Landfill
7040 N Highway 59
Merced, CA 95348
Phone: 209-723-4481
Monday - Saturday:
7:00 am - 3:30 pm

Billy Wright Landfill
17173 S Billy Wright Road
Los Banos, CA 95348
Phone: 209-826-1163
Monday - Saturday:
7:00 am - 3:30 pm

STAY CONNECTED with us!
To receive text and/or email notifications from MCAG visit
www.mcagov.org and click on the “Notify Me” icon.
You can also follow us on Twitter,
Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn and
YouTube!

April 2020—Update
Measure V, Merced County’s ½ cent transportation sales tax,
was passed by Merced County voters with 71% approval in
November 2016. In an effort to keep the community
informed about this transformative measure, MCAG will
feature monthly updates in this newsletter. You can also
visit www.mcagov.org/measurev for the latest!

For more information on Measure V,
including status of projects and funding please
see the Measure V section of this newsletter as
well as the Measure V website:
www.mcagov.org/measurev

The 30-year Measure, which commenced in April of 2017,
HAVE YOU SPOTTED MEASURE V AT
allocates 50% of all its revenue to the cities of Merced,
WORK IN MERCED COUNTY?
Los Banos, Gustine, Atwater, Livingston and Dos Palos,
along with the County of Merced, to pay for local
Snap a picture and send it to measurev@mcagov.org
transportation projects. Local projects include roads, bike
or tag us on social media using #measurev_mcag
paths, and sidewalks. Regional transportation projects
located on both the east and west sides of the county
receive 44% of the funding with five percent reserved for
public transit purposes. MCAG receives one percent of the monies to administer all fiduciary and reporting
requirements.
Since the inception of Measure V, local jurisdictions have been busy making progress on various Measure V
projects around the County. The City of Livingston has been hard at work completing several projects throughout
the city to enhance the walkability and ADA accessibility of their community. In fiscal year 2018-2019 Livingston
had 12 projects through out the city to repair sidewalks and ADA ramps. The city spent 50% of its expenditures on
making these improvements, completing nearly 1,411 feet of repairs to its sidewalks. This is the equivalent to the
length of almost five football fields!
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Mary-Michal Rawling, Public Affairs Manager
(209) 723-3153 x 119 or mary-michal.rawling@mcagov.org

