369 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA 95340
(209)723-3153
www.mcagov.org

august 2020
COVID-19 INFORMATION AND UPDATE:
The Merced County Department of Public Health is
closely following the guidance of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and California
Department of Public Health on the novel (new)
virus that is causing an outbreak of pneumonia
illness. Coronavirus is a type of virus that causes
diseases of varying severities, ranging from the
common cold to more serious respiratory
disease. For more information, including the latest
updates please visit: www.countyofmerced.com/
coronavirus

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
COLLECTION EVENT HELD AT RWA

MCAG SEEKING APPLICATIONS FOR
COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS
MCAG is seeking applicants for appointment to the
Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC). The CAC is a
17-member committee comprised of individuals
from both the private sector and the community,
who provide input regarding MCAG programs and
advise the MCAG Governing Board on monthly
agenda items. Meetings are held the first Friday of
every month at 8:30 am and are currently being
held via Zoom. The Committee members are
appointed by the MCAG Governing Board to serve a
four-year term based on the geographic location of
their home or business or their professional
background. Current vacancies include
representatives in
the following
areas:
•

Education

•

Student

•

Citizen at-large

Applications for
the CAC can be
obtained at
www.mcagov.org or via email at info@mcagov.org.
For more information, please contact Joy Young via
email at joy.young@mcagov.org or 209-723-3153
x 101.

Last month, the Merced County Regional Waste
Management Authority (RWA) hosted a Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW) collection event for
Merced County residents and Conditionally-Exempt
Small Quantity Generators at the Highway 59 landfill
in Merced.
Household Hazardous Waste is any leftover
household product that contains ingredients that
are: corrosive, toxic, flammable or reactive.
Residents are encouraged to bring leftover HHW
products to these free events to avoid
contaminating the water, land and air. HHW
products should never be poured into any curbside
containers, down the drain, or on the ground. So far
this year, the Highway 59 HHW facility has diverted
nearly 24,000 lbs. of paint from the landfill.
The next HHW collection event for Merced County
residents will take place on Saturday, September 19,
2020 at the Los Banos Fairgrounds, 403 F Street in
Los Banos. However, most HHW items are accepted
everyday at both the landfills during regular hours.
For more information about Household Hazardous
Waste please visit:
www.mcrwma.org/31/Household-Hazardous-Waste
or call RWA at (209) 723-4481 ext. 224

MCAG AUGUST MEETINGS
08/07

CAC Meeting, 8:30 am

08/12

Technical Review Board meeting, 12:00 pm

08/20

Governing Board meeting, 3:00 pm

Please note: All MCAG meetings will be held via
video/audio conference until further notice. The
call-in number and passcode will be located on the
cover of each agenda. To access the agendas for the
meetings listed, please visit:
www.mcagov.org/agendacenter
For more information about these meetings, please
contact Eva Garibay at: eva.garibay@mcagov.org

OPEN SEATS FOR MEASURE V CITIZENS
OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE
MCAG is currently accepting applications for
representatives from a Major Private Sector
Employer, Building Industry and Ethnic Community
Group to sit on the Measure V Citizens Oversight
Committee. The Citizens Oversight Committee (COC)
was created as a result of the passage of Measure V
in 2016. Its main function is to review the local,
half-cent transportation tax expenditures to ensure
they conform to the Measure V Expenditure Plan
approved by Merced County voters. Committee
members are appointed by the MCAG Governing
Board to serve two-year terms. Each COC member
may serve up to eight years, if reappointed. The
COC meets quarterly at the MCAG office in Merced;
all meetings are open to the public, governed by the
Brown Act and currently being scheduled to be held
via zoom. Committee members are volunteers and
receive no compensation. Additional
information about the COC and the application
packet are available on the Measure V website:
www.mcagov.org/MeasureV or via email at
info@mcagov.org.

YARTS now running on Summer
service schedules

Highway 59 Landfill
7040 N. Highway 59
Merced, CA 95348

Billy Wright Landfill
17173 S Billy Wright Road
Los Banos, CA 95348

Phone: 209-723-4481

Phone: 209-826-1163

Monday - Saturday
7:00 am - 3:30 pm

Monday - Saturday:
7:00 am - 3:30 pm

For more information about Regional Waste
Authority please visit: www.mcrwma.org

STAY CONNECTED WITH US!
To receive text and/or email notifications from MCAG
related to public meetings, traffic alerts, RFP releases,
job opportunities, and more, visit www.mcagov.org
and click on the “Notify Me” icon. You can also follow
us on Twitter, Facebook,
Instagram, LinkedIn and YouTube!

With the re-opening of Yosemite National Park in
June, YARTS transitioned to its summer schedule for
Merced, Mariposa, Sonora, Fresno and
Mammoth Lakes.
In addition to increased sanitation measures, all
passengers are required to wear face masks when
riding YARTS and are offered access to hand
sanitizer while on board. Also, in order to promote
social distancing, capacity on all buses is reduced to
a maximum of 30 passengers each. With most seats
available to those with reservations, there is very
limited space to accommodate walk-on passengers.
Therefore, reservations are highly encouraged.
There is also no additional charge to get into
Yosemite beyond the YARTS fare and passengers do
not have to have a day-use permit issued by the
National Park Service to ride.
For more information about YARTS, the seasonal
schedules, or to make a reservation please visit
www.yarts.com or call (877) 989-2787.

August 2020—Update
Measure V, Merced County’s ½ cent transportation sales tax, was
passed by Merced County voters with 71% approval in November
2016. In an effort to keep the community informed about this
transformative 30 year measure, MCAG will feature monthly
updates in this newsletter. You can also visit www.mcagov.org/
measureV for the latest!
Since the inception of Measure V, local jurisdictions have been busy
making progress on various Measure V projects around the County.
In July, the City of Atwater held a ribbon cutting for their Winton
Way Improvement project. The project, which included pavement
reconstruction, rehabilitation to the road, sidewalk installation,
replacement of curb ramps, and driveways to meet ADA
requirements on Winton Way from Broadway avenue to Bellevue
road is Atwater’s first Measure V regional project.

HAVE YOU SPOTTED
MEASURE V AT WORK
IN MERCED COUNTY?
Snap a picture and send it to
measurev@mcagov.org
or tag us on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter
@mcag_merced
or use the hashtag
#MeasureV_mcag

In addition, the traffic signal at Winton Way and Juniper Avenue was also retrofitted with detector loops.
Other upgrades include the future installation of a synchronized traffic signal at Winton Way and Olive
Avenue, pedestrian-activated flashing beacons, and crosswalk signage relocation at Fay Drive.
The Winton Way project was made possible through various funding sources which were combined with an
estimate $46,765 of Atwater’s local Measure V funds and $2,660,000 of east side Regional Project Measure V
funds that were programmed in the 2019 Measure V Implementation Plan.

Contact:
Mary-Michal Rawling, MPA, Public Affairs Manager
(209) 723-3153 x 119 or mary-michal.rawling@mcagov.org

