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MCAG now Accepting applications for
the 2021 Anna Maria Fuentes Scholarship
MCAG is now
accepting
applications for the
2021 Anna Maria
Fuentes
Scholarship. The
MCAG Governing
Board and staff
established the Anna
Maria Fuentes
Scholarship program
in memory and
tribute to Anna
Maria Fuentes, Grants Program Manager, colleague
and friend.
The 2020 scholarship will be awarded by the MCAG
Governing Board in the amount of $1,000. Recipients
may receive additional annual awards of up to $1,000
for three years, or until their degree is achieved,
whichever is less. The cumulative maximum is $4,000.
Submission of annual scholastic documentation may
be required by MCAG.
Graduating high school seniors from a high school in
Merced County with a grade point average of 3.8 or
higher who have demonstrated a high level of
participation in extracurricular activities, including
positions of leadership, are eligible to apply.
Applicants must also include an explanation of
scholarship need in a personal essay.
Interested applicants can access the scholarship
application and instructions at:
www.mcagov.org/Scholarship.
Applications can be mailed to MCAG, 369 W. 18th
Street, Merced and must be received by 5:00pm on
Friday, February 26, 2021.
The selected scholarship recipient will be notified by
May 1, 2021. General inquiries may be directed to
Eva Garibay via email at eva.garibay@mcagov.org or
phone at 209-723-3153 x 108.

Smart Phone App will help
sort your Trash
Merced County Regional Waste
Management Authority (RWA)
has launched a new smart
phone app to assist Merced
County residents with managing
their household waste. The
‘Merced Recycles’ app allows
the user to input their home
address so that a local trash pick
-up schedule can be generated
for them; the schedule includes
the option of sending personalized reminders to place bins out
on the curbside for collection.
The Merced Recycles app also
includes an interactive feature called the
‘Waste Wizard’. The Waste Wizard teaches the user
what items can be recycled, put in the green bin for
composting, or placed in the trash. Customers simply
type in an item on the Waste Wizard search engine
and receive instructions on which color cart to place
the item in, as well as helpful tips to ensure proper
disposal. Other information, such as what is
considered hazardous waste, or special disposal
instructions outside of curbside pickup services, is also
provided.
“The Merced Recycles app is part of the excellent
customer service experience we strive to provide
throughout the County,” said Eric Zetz, Director of
RWA. “It is also an important tool that allows the
public to actively participate in increasing the
effectiveness of our regional diversion programs. By
using the app, we hope customers will help us achieve
our goal of keeping material out of landfills that can
otherwise be recycled or repurposed as compost.”
The Merced Recycles app is offered
in both English and Spanish and is
available for free download on both
the App store and Google play.
Users should search for “Merced
Recycles” and look for the icon
pictured to the right.

MCAG NOVEMBER MEETINGS
11/02

The Bus resumes regular service hours

11/06

CAC Meeting, 8:30 am

11/11

Veterans Day, MCAG offices closed

11/18

Technical Review Board meeting, 12:00 pm

11/19

Governing Board meeting, 3:00 pm

11/26

Thanksgiving Day, MCAG offices closed

11/27

MCAG offices closed

Please note: All MCAG meetings will be held via
video/audio conference until further notice. The
call-in number and passcode will be located on the
cover of each agenda. To access the agendas for the
meetings listed, please visit:
www.mcagov.org/agendacenter
For more information about these meetings, please
contact Eva Garibay at: eva.garibay@mcagov.org

YARTS offering fares for Mariposa
and Merced county residents
YARTS is now offering FREE service for Mariposa and
Merced County residents to Yosemite National Park.
Residents who live in Merced or Mariposa Counties
can apply to receive free YARTS Highway 140
round-trip tickets.
In order to receive tickets, residents must submit
proof of their address (driver’s license, utility bill, etc.)
along with the number of adults and children who will
be utilizing the free passes to tickets@yarts.com. Once
residence is verified, a voucher number will be issued
to the applicant. Individuals may use this voucher
number to make a reservation online by using
the YARTS Reservation System.
All COVID-19 protocols still apply to passengers using
LCTOP vouchers. There are some notable changes to
the service this year that have been made in response
to the outbreak of COVID-19. In addition to increased
sanitation measures, all passengers will be required to
wear face masks when riding YARTS and offered
access to hand sanitizer while on board. In order to
promote social distancing, capacity on all buses will be
reduced to a maximum of 30 passengers each. With
most of the 30 seats available to those with
reservations, there will be very limited space to
accommodate walk-on passengers. Therefore,
reservations are highly encouraged.
Requests will be fulfilled until all tickets have been
issued or June 30th, 2021, whichever comes first. This
free fare program is made possible through the Low
Carbon Transit Operations Program (LCTOP). LCTOP is
provided to transit agencies to improve mobility and
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Highway 59 Landfill

Billy Wright Landfill

7040 N. Highway 59
Merced, CA 95348

17173 S Billy Wright Road
Los Banos, CA 95348

Phone: 209-723-4481

Phone: 209-826-1163

Monday - Saturday
7:00 am - 3:30 pm

Monday - Saturday:
7:00 am - 3:30 pm

For more information about Regional Waste
Authority please visit: www.mcrwma.org or
download the ‘Merced Recycles’ app on the
App store and Google play.

November 2020 - Update
Measure V, Merced County’s ½ cent transportation sales tax, was
passed by Merced County voters with 71% approval in November
2016. In an effort to keep the community informed about this
transformative 30 year measure, MCAG will feature monthly
updates in this newsletter. You can also visit www.mcagov.org/
measureV for the latest!
The 30-year Measure, which commenced in April of 2017, allocates
50% of all its revenue to the cities of Merced, Los Banos, Gustine,
Atwater, Livingston and Dos Palos, along with the County of Merced,
to pay for local transportation projects including roads, bike paths, and
sidewalks. Regional transportation projects located on both the east
and west sides of the county receive 44% of the funding with five
percent reserved for public transit purposes. MCAG receives one
percent of the monies to administer all fiduciary and reporting
requirements.

HAVE YOU SPOTTED
MEASURE V AT WORK
IN MERCED COUNTY?
Snap a picture and send it to
measurev@mcagov.org
or tag us on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter
@mcag_merced
or use the hashtag
#MeasureV_mcag

Over the past three years, local jurisdictions have made steady progress on Measure V projects around the
county. Merced County has completed several road improvement projects to extend the longevity of its streets,
roads, and bridges. Recently, Merced County completed the first Measure V funded bridge replacement project
on Dickenson Ferry Road over Bear Creek. The $5,926,409 dollar project was funded using Federal Highway Bridge
Program (HBP) funds and $830,325 from the County’s portion of local Measure V funds. The project included
replacing the existing bridge on Dickenson Ferry Road with a reinforced concrete slab bridge and replace parts of
Quinley Avenue and of Dickenson Ferry Road that surround the new bridge. These improvements will increase
safety over the bridge and roadway.

Contact:
Mary-Michal Rawling, MPA, Public Affairs Manager
(209) 723-3153 x 119 or mary-michal.rawling@mcagov.org

