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The Bus Resumed Regular Service Hours
Last month, The Bus resumed its regular fixed-route
service operations on Monday, November 2, 2020.
The service had moved to a weekend schedule in
mid-August due to several impacts related to
COVID-19. The regular schedule operates daily,
Monday through Friday, with the weekend schedule
reserved for Saturday and Sunday service only.
As a part of the transition back to regular service,
Dial-a-Ride resumed services during its usual hours
and locations in the west side communities of
Los Banos, Dos Palos and Gustine. Paratransit
service also resumed its normal hours operations.
Other changes made in response to the COVID-19
pandemic remain in effect. All fares to ride The Bus
continue to be suspended and masks are still
required to be worn at all times while riding.
Passengers are required to remain seated while
riding The Bus in order to minimize interactions
between individuals; therefore, the number of
passengers will be limited to the seating capacity of
the vehicle. Passengers are advised to space out as
much as possible while riding and to kindly avoid
contact with the driver.
“The Bus is grateful for the community’s patience
as we have worked through the challenges of the
current pandemic,” said Christine Chavez, Transit
Manager. “We are pleased to be able to resume
full transit service and continue to provide efficient
public transportation throughout Merced County.”
All bus schedules and hours of operation can be
found at www.mercedthebus.com or by calling
(209) 723-3100. All fares are currently suspended
due to the COVID-19 emergency. Passengers are
asked to only use The Bus to provide or receive
essential services and to wear a mask while on
board as well as comply with social distancing
requirements when possible. All buses are
equipped with bike racks and are wheelchair
accessible.

MCAG seeking Student applications for
the Citizens Advisory committee
MCAG is seeking individuals interested in applying
for the student vacancy on its Citizens Advisory
Committee. The Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC)
meets monthly and functions as an advisory body to
the MCAG Governing Board on issues related to
transportation planning and public transit services
in Merced County. Currently, the CAC is meeting via
zoom on the first Friday of the month at 8:30 am.
CAC members are appointed to serve a four-year
term. The 17-member committee is comprised of
individuals from both the private and public sectors
as well as from the community at large. Members
must either live or work in Merced County.
For more information about the Citizens Advisory
Committee, including applications for membership,
please visit www.mcagov.org/CAC or contact Joy
Young at (209) 723-3153 x101 or
joy.young@mcagov.org.

YARTS offering FREE fares for Mariposa
and Merced county residents
Residents who live in Merced or Mariposa County
can apply to receive free YARTS Highway 140 roundtrip tickets. Requests will be fulfilled until all tickets
are issued or June 30th, 2021, whichever comes first.
For more information visit: www.yarts.com
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The Bus - Sunday Service
Christmas Eve, MCAG offices closed
Christmas Day, MCAG offices closed
YARTS - No service
The Bus - No service
RWA - Both landfills closed
New Year’s Eve, MCAG offices closed
The Bus - Sunday Service
New Year’s Day, MCAG offices closed
YARTS - No service
The Bus - No service
RWA - Both landfills closed

Please note: All MCAG meetings for December have
been cancelled.

Highway 59 Landfill

Billy Wright Landfill

7040 N. Highway 59
Merced, CA 95348

17173 S Billy Wright Road
Los Banos, CA 95348

Phone: 209-723-4481

Phone: 209-826-1163

Monday - Saturday
7:00 am - 3:30 pm

Monday - Saturday:
7:00 am - 3:30 pm

For more information about Regional Waste
Authority please visit: www.mcrwma.org or
download the ‘Merced Recycles’ app on the
App store and Google play.

STAY CONNECTED WITH US!
To receive text and/or email notifications from MCAG
related to public meetings, traffic alerts, RFP releases,
job opportunities, and more, visit www.mcagov.org
and click on the “Notify Me” icon. You can also follow
us on Twitter, Facebook,
Instagram, LinkedIn and YouTube!

OPEN SEATS FOR MEASURE V CITIZENS
OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE
MCAG is currently
accepting applications
for representatives
from a Major Private
Sector Employer,
Building Industry, and
Ethnic Community
Group to sit on the
Measure V Citizens
Oversight Committee. The Citizens Oversight
Committee (COC) was created as a result of the
passage of Measure V in 2016. Its main function is
to review the local, half-cent transportation tax
expenditures to ensure they conform to the
Measure V Expenditure Plan approved by Merced
County voters. Committee members are appointed
by the MCAG Governing Board to serve two-year
terms. Each COC member may serve up to eight
years, if reappointed. The COC meets quarterly at
the MCAG office in Merced; all meetings are open to
the public, governed by the Brown Act and currently
being scheduled to be held via Zoom. Committee
members are volunteers and receive no
compensation. Additional information about the
COC and the application packet are
available on the Measure V website:
www.mcagov.org/MeasureV or via email at
info@mcagov.org.

December 2020 - Update
Measure V, Merced County’s ½ cent transportation sales tax,
was passed by Merced County voters with 71% approval in
November 2016. In an effort to keep the community informed
about this transformative 30 year measure, MCAG will feature
monthly updates in this newsletter. You can also visit
www.mcagov.org/measureV for the latest!
Five percent of the annual measure
revenue is dedicated to transit projects.
Potential uses of this revenue include new
routes to enhance existing transit
service, low-emission buses, night and
weekend service, bus shelters and other
capital improvements, safer access to
public transit services, fare reduction or
fare subsidies.

HAVE YOU SPOTTED
MEASURE V AT WORK
IN MERCED COUNTY?
Snap a picture and send it to
measurev@mcagov.org
or tag us on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter

@mcag_merced
or use the hashtag
#MeasureV_mcag

In November, the MCAG Governing Board approved the allocation of $500,000 of
Measure V Transit funds for the purchase of zero-emission electric buses. The
estimated $5,562,973 purchase will be funded using $2,000,000 FTA 5339 Bus and Bus
Facilities grant, Transit Measure V funds and other state and local funding. The purchase will include five 40foot battery-electric buses, charging depots, spare parts, special training, and the tools needed to maintain
and operate the electric fleet and its charging components. These buses will be the first ever 100% batteryelectric vehicles within The Bus’s fleet and will reduce carbon emissions and the use of fossil fuels.
As our community continues to grow, public transit has become critical in moving people to and from where
they live, work, and play within Merced County. This purchase will increase The Bus system’s reliability while
improving air quality, an
important impact to our
community. The upcoming
Short Range Transit Plan
update will provide guidance
for future potential
infrastructure and purchase of
zero-emission vehicles. The
Bus expects to have the first
electric vehicles on route by
early 2022.
Contact:
Mary-Michal Rawling, MPA, Public Affairs Manager
(209) 723-3153 x 119 or mary-michal.rawling@mcagov.org

