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COVID-19 INFORMATION AND UPDATE:
The Merced County Department of Public Health is
closely following the guidance of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and California Department of
Public Health on the novel (new) virus that is causing an
outbreak of pneumonia illness. Coronavirus is a type of
virus that causes diseases of varying severities, ranging
from the common cold to more serious respiratory
disease. For more information, including the latest
updates please visit: www.countyofmerced.com/
coronavirus

MCAG Board Elects New
Governing Board Chair
In January, the MCAG
Governing Board
elected Director April
Hogue to serve as the
Board Chair for 2021.
Director Hogue, 28th
Mayor of the City of
Dos Palos, grew up
locally, the daughter of
the late longtime high
school biology teacher
Roswell Smith and
Carol Pera of Dos Palos.
She attended Dos Palos
High School and graduated from Fresno State earning
a BA in Industrial Arts with an emphasis on Graphic
Design and Advertising. After college, she moved to
Seattle to pursue a career in graphic design. Director
Hogue worked as a designer for a contract food
company and later obtained a vocational education
credential from CSU Sacramento. In 2001, she
returned to Dos Palos, teaching graphic arts until
2010. She is currently a CTE instructor with Fresno
Unified School District at Cambridge High School in
Southeast Fresno.
Director Hogue is an accomplished musician who
performs in a duo called “It’s Just Us.” She has a
grown daughter and son. On November 8, 2016,
Director Hogue became the first female mayor of
Dos Palos and was re-elected in 2020.

Natural disasters, like earthquakes, happen
unexpectedly and can create major disruptions that
last long after the event is over. Emergency situations
may force individuals and families to quickly find
shelter or evacuate from their homes, workplaces, or
other settings. By being prepared and planning ahead,
Californians can quickly take life-saving actions to keep
them safe in an earthquake. It’s important for all
households and businesses in Merced County to
prepare a disaster plan; identify safe spots to take
cover in places where they live, work, and play;
familiarize themselves with emergency escape routes;
develop a communication plan; and have an
emergency supply kit readily available. To ensure all
Californians are earthquake prepared, the California
Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES)
developed Earthquake Warning California, which is the
nation’s first statewide earthquake warning system
that provides several seconds of warning to mobile
device users in the area before shaking occurs.
Earthquake Warning California offers no-cost
earthquake warning resources, including:
● MyShake App. A mobile app that can be
downloaded for mobile devices at no-cost from
Google Play the Apple App Store.
● Android Earthquake Alerts. An earthquake warning
system available to any new or updated Android
devices
● Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEAs). Text-like
messages from the government during emergency
situations.
Earthquake Warning California resources are designed
to notify users to quickly take protective action such as
to drop, cover, and hold on. To learn more about
Earthquake Warning California, the no-cost warning
alert tools, and additional resources available to the
public, visit earthquake.ca.gov.

MCAG FEBRUARY MEETINGS
02/04

One Voice Delegation Meeting, 3:00 pm

02/05

CAC Meeting, 8:30 am

02/15

President’s Day, MCAG offices closed

02/10

Technical Review Board meeting, 12:00 pm

02/11

One Voice Delegation Meeting, 3:00 pm

02/18

Governing Board meeting, 3:00 pm

02/26

AMF Scholarship applications due, 5:00 pm

02/27

Delhi Community Cleanup, 8:30 am - 2:00 pm,
www.co.merced.ca.us/3205/Community-Cleanup

Please note: All MCAG meetings will be held via
Zoom until further notice. The call-in number and
passcode will be located on the cover of each agenda.
To access the agendas for the meetings listed, please
visit: www.mcagov.org/agendacenter
For more information about these meetings, please
contact Eva Garibay at: eva.garibay@mcagov.org

MCAG Accepting applications for the
2021 Anna Maria Fuentes Scholarship
MCAG is now accepting applications for the 2021 Anna
Maria Fuentes Scholarship. The MCAG Governing
Board and staff established the Anna Maria Fuentes
Scholarship program in memory and tribute to Anna
Maria Fuentes, Grants Program Manager, colleague
and friend.
The 2020 scholarship will be awarded by the MCAG
Governing Board in the amount of $1,000. Recipients
may receive additional annual awards of up to $1,000
for three years, or until their degree is achieved,
whichever is less. The cumulative maximum is $4,000.
Submission of annual scholastic documentation may
be required by MCAG.
Graduating high school seniors from a high school in
Merced County with a grade point average of 3.8 or
higher who have demonstrated a high level of
participation in extracurricular activities, including
positions of leadership, are eligible to apply.
Applicants must also include an explanation of
scholarship need in a personal essay.
Interested applicants can access the scholarship
application and instructions at:
www.mcagov.org/Scholarship.
Applications can be mailed to MCAG, 369 W. 18th
Street, Merced and must be received by 5:00pm on
Friday, February 26, 2021.
The selected scholarship recipient will be notified by
May 1, 2021. General inquiries may be directed to
Eva Garibay via email at eva.garibay@mcagov.org or
phone at 209-723-3153 x 108.

Highway 59 Landfill

Billy Wright Landfill

7040 N. Highway 59
Merced, CA 95348

17173 S Billy Wright Road
Los Banos, CA 95348

Phone: 209-723-4481

Phone: 209-826-1163

Monday - Saturday
7:00 am - 3:30 pm

Monday - Saturday:
7:00 am - 3:30 pm

For more information about Regional Waste
Authority please visit: www.mcrwma.org or
download the ‘Merced Recycles’ app on the
App store and Google play.

February 2021 - Update
Measure V, Merced County’s ½ cent transportation sales tax, was
passed by Merced County voters with 71% approval in November
2016. In an effort to keep the community informed about this
transformative 30 year measure, MCAG will feature monthly
updates in this newsletter. You can also visit www.mcagov.org/
measureV for the latest!
The 30-year Measure, which commenced in April of 2017, allocates
50% of all its revenue to the cities of Merced, Los Banos, Gustine,
Atwater, Livingston and Dos Palos, along with the County of Merced,
to pay for local transportation projects including roads, bike paths, and
sidewalks. Regional transportation projects located on both the east
and west sides of the county receive 44% of the funding with five
percent reserved for public transit purposes. MCAG receives one
percent of the monies to administer all fiduciary and reporting
requirements.

HAVE YOU SPOTTED
MEASURE V AT WORK
IN MERCED COUNTY?
Snap a picture and send it to
measurev@mcagov.org
or tag us on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter
@mcag_merced
or use the hashtag
#MeasureV_mcag

Over the past four years, local jurisdictions have made steady progress on Measure V projects around the
County. Merced County has completed several road improvement projects to extend the longevity of its streets,
roads, and bridges. Recently, Merced County completed the River Road Rehabilitation project. The $966,565
project was mostly funded with Measure V Funds. The County allocated approximately $830,535 of local
Measure V dollars towards this project. The project consisted of placing an asphaltic overlay on approximately
three miles of roadway on River Road from Kelley Road to Keaton Road in Stevinson and applying a new layer of
asphalt to the deteriorating road. This treatment extends the life of the road for 10-15 years. The benefits of this
new overlay include improved ride quality, corrected rutting, impermeability, and reduced noise levels.

Contact:
Mary-Michal Rawling, MPA, Public Affairs Manager
(209) 723-3153 x 119 or mary-michal.rawling@mcagov.org

