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THE BUS REINSTATES FARE COLLECTION
Last month, The Bus reinstated the collection of
fares on all of its services countywide. The
suspension of fares on all fixed-route and
paratransit services started in April 2020 as a key
COVID-19 mitigation measure to reduce
contact between bus operators and paying
passengers. Additional safety protocols aimed at
protecting passengers and bus operators such as
daily disinfecting and social distancing measures
will remain in place. Passengers are also required
to wear a mask while riding on The Bus as well as
when waiting at bus stops.
There are several ways that passengers can pay
their bus fare. The Merced Transpo has reopen
and have all bus pass types available for purchase;
however, all sales will be done by credit or debit
card, no cash will be accepted. Passengers will also
be able to purchase discounted passes onboard
the bus with cash. Finally, The Bus administrative
office located at 369 W. 18th Street in Merced
will also sell all pass types and will take all forms
of payment.
Several free fare programs that were in place
before the fare suspension will also return. All
students attending UC Merced and Merced
College are able to ride any fixed-route service
by showing their current student ID to the driver
when boarding. In addition, free rides will also
continue to be provided to all seniors, veterans,
and ADA-eligible passengers on fixed-route
services through the Measure V fare program.
The Bus continues to encourage passengers to
wash their hands often, cover all coughs and
sneezes, stay home when sick, and avoid direct
contact with sick individuals. The Bus is also
offering FREE bus rides to and from COVID-19
vaccination appointments, riders must simply
show proof of a confirmed vaccination
appointment. For more information about
COVID-19 vaccinations, please visit the Merced
County website:
www.vaccinatemercedcounty.com.

Curbside Recycling information
Did you know that by
removing recyclable
and compostable
items from your trash
you can help extend
the life of our
landfills?
That’s right! Items
you’ve placed in your
blue and green
containers are sorted
and can be recycled
into new products
and compost. Recycled paper could become
tissue, while material from your green waste
container is composted at both the Highway 59
and Billy Wright landfills and is available for
purchase and use in your yard at home.
For easy recycling in your home, place an extra
waste basket in your kitchen, office, room, or
wherever else you have recyclables. Or substitute
a recycling can for a waste can. For example, keep
a trash can in the restroom, but turn that office
waste basket into a recycling basket instead
- since most of what will go into that basket will be
paper and other recyclables.
For more information on recycling, visit the RWA
recycling page: mcrwma.org/171/Recycling-Guide

April Meetings & Events:
04/02

CAC Meeting, 8:30 am

04/03

South Dos Palos Community Cleanup

04/07

YARTS AAC Meeting, 1:30 pm

04/10

Dos Palos Community Cleanup

04/12

YARTS JPA Meeting, 1:00 pm

04/14

Technical Review Board meeting, 12:00 pm

04/15

Governing Board meeting, 3:00 pm

04/17

HHW Event, Hwy 59 Landfill, Merced

04/22

Earth Day

04/24

Livingston Community Cleanup

04/24

Gustine Tire Amnesty & Mattress Event

04/24

Franklin/Beachwood Community Cleanup

Please note: All MCAG meetings will be held via
Zoom until further notice. The call-in number and
passcode will be located on the cover of each
agenda. To access the agendas for the meetings
listed, please visit: www.mcagov.org/agendacenter

For more information about these events, please
contact Eva Garibay at eva.garibay@mcagov.org

Highway 59 Landfill
7040 N Highway 59
Merced, CA 95348
Phone: 209-723-4481
Monday - Saturday:
7:00 am - 3:30 pm

Billy Wright Landfill
17173 S Billy Wright Road
Los Banos, CA 95348
Phone: 209-826-1163
Monday - Friday:
7:00 am - 3:30 pm

For more information about Regional Waste
Authority please visit: www.mcrwma.org or
download the ‘Merced Recycles’ app on the App
store and Google play.

STAY CONNECTED with us!
To receive text and/or email notifications from MCAG related
to public meetings, traffic alerts, RFP releases, job
opportunities, and more, visit www.mcagov.org and click on
the “Notify Me” icon. You can also
follow us on Twitter, Facebook,
Instagram, LinkedIn and YouTube!

YARTS WELCOMES TUOLUMNE
COUNTY TO BOARD
The Tuolumne
County Board of
Supervisors took
action last month
to accept the
invitation by the
Yosemite Area
Regional Transportation System (YARTS) Board of
Directors to join the YARTS Joint Powers Authority.
The Board also appointed Supervisors Ryan
Campbell, District 2, and Kathleen Haff, District 4,
to represent Tuolumne County on the YARTS
board.
YARTS is governed by a board comprised of two
Supervisors from each of the member Counties.
Tuolumne County joins Mariposa, Merced, and
Mono Counties as voting member agencies of
YARTS, and Madera and Fresno Counties as
non-voting members.
YARTS has operated along Highway 120 from
Sonora to Yosemite National Park since 2012 and
offers three daily round trips during the summer
season that runs from May to September.
“I am excited to welcome my colleagues from
Tuolumne County to the YARTS team,” said
Merced County Supervisor Scott Silveira, YARTS
Board Chair. “Both Tuolumne County and the
Tuolumne County Transportation Commission
have been exceptionally supportive of YARTS for
the past nine years and we celebrate this moment
in partnership with them.”
“I am thrilled to represent Tuolumne County in
this regional transportation Joint Powers
Authority,” said Supervisor Haff. “I look forward to
working with the group on a winning long-range
strategy that will position YARTS well for
generations to come!”
This year, Tuolumne service runs from
May 17 - September 30. Reservations for YARTS
tickets can be made at: www.yarts.com. There are
no additional charges to get into Yosemite beyond
the YARTS fare. For more information about YARTS
schedules, routes, or COVID-19 safety measures,
please visit www.yarts.com or call (877) 989-2787.

April 2021—Update
Measure V, Merced County’s ½ cent transportation sales tax, was
passed by Merced County voters with 71% approval in November 2016
and went into effect April 1, 2017. In an effort to keep the community
informed about this transformative measure, MCAG will feature
monthly updates in this newsletter. You can also visit:
www.mcagov.org/measurev for the latest!

HAVE YOU SPOTTED
MEASURE V AT WORK
IN MERCED COUNTY?
Snap a picture and send it to
measurev@mcagov.org

Over the past four years, local jurisdictions have made major progress
or tag us on Facebook,
on several Measure V projects around the county. Over the past year,
the City of Livingston invested $187,166 of Measure V funds to
Instagram and Twitter
complete several road improvement projects throughout the
@mcag_merced
community. In addition to road improvements, the public works
department has been busy working on projects to also improve the
or use the hashtag
City’s sidewalks, curbs, and gutters to enhance the walkability and ADA
#MeasureV_mcag
accessibility of their community. Most recently, the City completed the
8th Street sidewalk, curb and gutter repair project. The $18,760
project included the removal of lifted sidewalks that were damaged by
overgrown tree roots adjacent to Campus Park Elementary School. The roots were removed, and
sidewalks were replaced. These improvements help eliminate trip hazards and keeps the community active
by having somewhere safe to walk.

8th Street at Campus Park before

8th Street at Campus Park after

Contact:
Mary-Michal Rawling, Public Affairs Manager
(209) 723-3153 x 119 or mary-michal.rawling@mcagov.org
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17
HAZARDOUS
MATERIALS

HIGHWAY 59
LANDFILL

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
COLLECTION EVENT

7040 N HIGHWAY 59
MERCED, CA 95348

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

YARD

HOME

GARAGE

INSECT SPRAY • PESTICIDES
FERTILIZERS • WEED KILLERS
HERBICIDES • POOL CHEMICALS
BAIT OR POISON FOR RODENTS

BATTERIES • AEROSOL CANS • CFL BULBS
DRAIN CLEANERS • MOTH BALLS
AMMONIA BASED CLEANERS
OVEN CLEANERS • BAIT/POISON
SPOT REMOVERS

ANTIFREEZE • MOTOR OIL • OIL FILTERS
BRAKE FLUID • GREASE • BATTERIES
CHEMICALS • WOOD PRESERVATIVES
PAINT • PAINT REMOVER
ITEMS CONTAINING MERCURY
FLUORESCENT LAMPS AND TUBES

We do not accept:

Restrictions and Fees

Medical waste • Radioactive materials
Large, compressed gas cylinders
Agricultural waste • Explosives • Munitions
Waste from large-quantity generators

Disposal of most household hazardous material is
free; however, there are quantity restrictions and/or
small fees associated with some items, particularly
for ‘conditionally-exempt small-quantity generators’.
Please contact Clean Harbors in advance at
roa.renea@cleanharbors.com or (916) 396-1505 for
more information.
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