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Webinar Protocols
ÅMicrophones will be automatically muted, video 

will be off public attendees

Å Video will remain off for public attendees even 
while speaking

Å Post general questions in the Q&A box

Å The Speaker will call for comments or questions at 
the end of each agenda item 

Å Use the raise hand function to direct a question to 
the Speaker or Advisory Committee during agenda 
item discussion

Å For attendees that joined by phone, *9 is the raise 
hand function

Å Phone callers, please use *6 to unmute and mute 
yourself, not the mute function of your phone

Å There will be a public comment period at the end 
of the agenda. If you plan to comment

ü Add your name, agency, and subject matter to 
the Q&A box

When Called Upon to Speak
Å Staff will unmute your microphone

Å State your

ü Name

ü Agency, organization, or special interest group if 
applicable

Å All speakers will be limited to two (2) minutes

Å Staff will announce when your time is up and disable 
your microphone when your time is up
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The Team

MCAG VRPA T

V Stacie Guzman, Executive Director
V Nav Bagri, Deputy Executive Director 
V Mary-Michal Rawling, Public Affairs Mgr.
V Ty Phimmasone, Transportation Planner 
V Natalia Austin, Associate Planner
V Mauricio Torres, Planner
V Blake Dunford, Planner

For more information:  
https://www.mcagov.org/301/Regional-
Transportation-Plan

V Georgiena M. Vivian, President
V Erik Ruehr, P.E., Dir of Traffic Eng.
V Richard Lee, AICP, Dir. of 

Innovation & Sustainability
V Hector Guerra, Outreach 

Specialist 

VRPA Subconsultants
V Impact Sciences
V True North Research
V Best, Best & Krieger

MERCED COUNTY 2046
Introductions & Welcome

https://www.mcagov.org/301/Regional-Transportation-Plan
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RTP/SCS Purpose
V LŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ aŜǊŎŜŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ǝƻŀƭǎ

V Includes an action plan (2022 through 2046) 
to address transportation needs 

V Required to contain a Sustainable 
Communities Strategy (SCS) by 
Senate Bill 375

V Addresses Environmental Justice 
Issues

V Updated every 4 years to address 
transportation needs

CD+A and UA

MERCED COUNTY 2046
What is an RTP?
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RTP/SCS Requirements 
V Federal and state regulations require every region in California to adopt an RTP/SCS 

at least every 4 years in order for transportation projects to qualify for federal and 
state funding

V SB 375 requires a Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) along with the RTP, and the 
Plan must show that it meets greenhouse gas reduction targetsset by the California 
Air Resources Board (CARB)

V New state funding programs, including competitive 
programs funded through SB 1, now require regions 
to have an approved SCS to be eligible for funding

V Lowering GHG supports public health, reduces 
energy consumption, and protects the environment

MERCED COUNTY 2046
What is an RTP? (Cont.)
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RTP/SCS Contents
V A long-range vision and investment plan (Plan) that provides a 

comprehensive look at future transportation needs in Merced County.

V Lays out transportation investments and land use policy for the next 24 years 
(2022 ς2046)

V Identifies transportation projects & costs that are equal to 
expected transportation revenues (financial constraint)

V The RTP/SCS must: 
1. Provide guidance for local land use policy
2. Meet federal and state air quality standards
3. Reduce greenhouse gas emissions from 

cars & trucks
4. Achieve state housing goals

MERCED COUNTY 2046
What is an RTP? (Cont.)
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MERCED COUNTY 2046
What is an RTP? (Cont.)

RTP/SCS Development Process
V Based on the four components (regional growth assumptions, transportation options, 

benefits & funding), scenarios are developed that combine different land use & 
transportation options to meet regional goals

V The public, stakeholders, and public officials will have opportunities to provide 
opinions on these options & overall plan goals via webinars, workshops, surveys & 
other outreach opportunities

V Ultimately a preferred scenario will be selected 
& will be included in the draft plan. 
The public, stakeholders, & public 
officials will have another opportunity 
to provide input before it is finalized 
& adopted by the MCAG Governing 
Board
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MERCED COUNTY 2046
What is an RTP? (Cont.)

RTP/SCS Development Process
V Goals & Objectives

V Describe the Merced County Region

Á Merced County            2019 ς281,592  /   2046 ς362,542     /   Dif: 80,950
Á City of Atwater 2019 ς 29,296
Á City of Dos Palos 2019 ς 5,597
Á City of Gustine 2019 ς 5,813
Á City of Los Banos        2019 ς 38,914
Á City of Livingston 2019 ς 14,228
Á City of Merced              2019 ς 83,676
Á Unincorporated Area   2019 ς104,068
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MERCED COUNTY 2046
What is an RTP? (Cont.)

RTP/SCS Development Process
V Identify Future Transportation Needs

V Develop the Sustainable Communities Strategy

V Determine Multimodal Projects & Costs

V Prepare a Financing Plan

V Address Environmental Issues 
& Requirements

V Address Housing Goals

V Address Environmental Justice 
Requirements



Merced

County

2046

Sustainable Communities Strategy
V Purpose
{. отр ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ŀƴ {/{ ŀǎΧΦάŀ ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘŜŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ
pattern for the region, which, when integrated with the
transportation network, and other transportation measures
and policies, will reduce the 
greenhouse gas emissions from light 
trucks and cars, to achieve, if feasible, 
the greenhouse gas emission 
reduction targets approved by the 
!ƛǊ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ .ƻŀǊŘέ

MERCED COUNTY 2046
What is an SCS?


