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Sights set on half-cent transportation sales tax measure
for November 2016 ballot
It is widely recognized that our region is facing a serious
funding shortfall when it comes to transportation. Local
jurisdictions are unable to maintain local streets, roads,
bridges, sidewalks and other critical transportation infrastructure. And as the state and federal funding continue to
decline and our local and regional transportation systems
continue to deteriorate, additional revenue is not only
needed to maintain the current system, but also expand to
meet the needs of our
growing population. MCAG
estimates that our region
needs $380 million to
maintain our local streets
and roads over the next 25
years, and $1.1 billion to
expand our regional roads
and highways.
Over the course of the last year, the MCAG Governing Board
explored the possibility of pursuing a countywide sales tax
measure to generate revenue for transportation needs in
Merced County. On June 30th, the Governing Board took its
final step of passing a resolution requesting the Merced
County Board of Supervisors place a 1/2 cent transportation
sales tax measure on the November 2016 ballot.
The proposed transportation sales tax measure would
provide much-needed revenue dedicated solely to our
region’s transportation needs over the next 30 years. It is
anticipated that if passed, the sales tax would generate
more than $450 million in new revenue over three decades,
and provide the region with the potential to leverage
millions of dollars in state and federal funding as a self-help
county.
How will the money be spent?
The proposed measure includes a Transportation Expenditure Plan (Plan) which outlines a flexible approach to spending the $15 million in new revenue each year across four
categories of funding: Regional Projects, Local Projects,
Transit and Administration.
As outlined in the Plan, Regional Projects will receive 44% of
the total annual revenue generated by the sales tax. By
definition, regional projects are those that benefit more than
one jurisdiction such as improving highways and freeways,
investing in passenger rail and supporting vanpools and
other ridesharing programs. In an effort to ensure that
regional needs are met across the county, the regional funds
will be divided between the east side and the west side with
the San Joaquin River serving as the geographic boundary.

Half of the annual revenue ($7.5 million) will be allocated
directly to local jurisdictions, giving them the flexibility to
address locally identified transportation priorities such as repairing potholes and bridges, repaving streets, replacing traffic
signals and improving sidewalks and bicycle facilities.
Five percent (5%) of the annual revenue will be used to improve
The Bus—our region’s county-wide public transit system. These
funds may be used to expand and enhance transit services and
programs including bus shelters, and fare reductions for seniors,
the disabled and
veterans.
The remaining 1%
will be allocated to
MCAG for administrative responsibilities including
staffing a citizens’
oversight committee, preparing
annual reports
and contracting
for annual
independent
audits.
Who developed
the plan?
The Transportation Expenditure Plan (Plan) is the product of a
collaborative process involving a broad range of engaged stakeholders from throughout Merced County. The 24-member committee was comprised of representatives from the Cities of Atwater, Dos Palos, Gustine, Livingston, Los Banos, and Merced,
the County of Merced, and a wide range of community stakeholders representing diverse interests. These stakeholders included UC Merced, Merced College, Golden Valley Health Centers, Assembly Member Adam Gray’s office, the Greater Merced
Chamber of Commerce, Merced Boosters, Transit and representatives from the agricultural community and the community of
Hilmar.
What’s next?
The Merced County Board of Supervisors is scheduled to take
action to place the measure on the 2016 November ballot next
month. In the meantime and through October, MCAG staff is
available to meet with community groups and organizations to
discuss the Plan and its implications for Merced County. Please
contact Stacie Dabbs stacie.dabbs@mcagov.org or (209)7233153 x 308 for more information or to schedule a presentation.

Amtrak San Joaquins adds new
7th daily round trip
Amtrak San Joaquins kicked off the addition of a 7th daily
round trip with a celebration in Merced on June 17, 2016.
The additional daily roundtrip train service has been added
between Bakersfield and Oakland—making it more convenient for passengers to travel between the Bay Area, San
Joaquin Valley cities and other destinations throughout
California.
This is the first expansion of train service on the San
Joaquins in over 14 years. The route between the Bay Area
and the San Joaquin Valley has not had an increase in service
in over 23 years. The new round trip offers an earlier
morning northbound option and an afternoon southbound
option.
The San Joaquins is Amtrak’s 5th busiest route with 365
miles of track, 18 stations, and 1.1 annual riders. In addition
to the train service, Amtrak San Joaquins Thruway buses
provide connecting service to 135 destinations in California
and Nevada including Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, San Diego,
Napa Valley, Las Vegas and Reno.
For more information about Amtrak San Joaquins, visit
www.AmtrakSanJoaquins.com or call 1-800-USA-RAIL.

MCAG seeking candidates for the
Citizens Advisory Committee
MCAG is currently accepting applications to fill several
vacancies on the Citizens Advisory Committee. The CAC is a
17 member committee comprised of private sector
individuals who provide public input regarding MCAG
programs and activities and advise the MCAG Governing
Board on monthly agenda items. Meetings are held the first
Friday of every month at 8:30am at MCAG, 369 W. 18th
Street, Merced.

The President and First Family visit
Yosemite National Park
Yosemite National
Park welcomed its
first sitting president
in 54 years when
President Obama
and the First Family
spent Father’s Day
weekend taking in
the sights.
The President
offered remarks at
the Sentinel Bridge
parking lot at Cook’s Meadow where he helped commemorate
the 100th Anniversary of the National Park Service.
Air Force One arrived and departed at Castle Airport in Atwater,
which was also the facility utilized by First Lady Michelle
Obama’s visit to Merced in 2009. President John F. Kennedy,
with California Governor Pat Brown, was the last sitting President to visit Yosemite National Park in 1962.
Leading up to the First Family’s visit, and in anticipation of a
record number of visitors, Yosemite Park officials encouraged
visitors to take YARTS to the park. So far this calendar year, visitation to the park has increased by over 20% from 2015’s record
visitation. Both last year and so far this spring, the park has seen
traffic congestion, delays of up to two hours and full parking lots
on weekends and holidays.
For more information about YARTS, please visit www.yarts.com
or contact Cindy Kelly at (209) 723-3153 x 315.

Committee members are appointed by the MCAG Governing
Board to serve a four-year term based on the geographic
location of their home or business, and their field of work.
Current vacancies include representatives from the fields of:
commerce/finance, goods movement, agriculture, and
engineering, as well as, several citizen at-large positions.
If you are interested in being appointed to the Citizens
Advisory Committee, you can obtain an application at
www.mcagov.org/162/Citizen-Advisory-Committee.
Completed applications can be delivered to MCAG, 369 W.
18th Street in Merced or emailed to joy.gort@mcagov.org.
For questions, please call Joy Gort at (209)723-3153.

President Barack Obama, First Lady Michelle Obama, and daughters Sasha
Obama and Malia Obama in Yosemite Valley—June 19, 2016

CONGRATULATIONS!
MCAG congratulates Rochelle Manansala, Accountant I, on earning a Masters of Business Administration from California State
University, as well as, YARTS Staff Analyst, Cynthia Kelly and Transit Analyst, Mauricio Torres, for completing the University of the
Pacific's Transit and Paratransit Management Certification program. Kelly and Torres are now recognized California Certified
Transit Managers!

Exciting expansion project
underway at the Hwy 59 landfill
The Merced County Regional Waste Management Authority
(RWA) is currently pursuing an exciting expansion project at
the Highway 59 landfill which will add several years of life to
the facility and save RWA and local jurisdictions millions of
dollars.
The Valley Fill project is an innovative approach to increasing
the disposal capacity of the landfill in a way that is economically and environmentally advantageous. Rather than
excavate a new site, the Valley Fill plan proposes to utilize
the “valley” between two former sites that flank the old
entrance and scale house. By using this valley as the next
phase, the operational life of the Highway 59 facility would
be extended by 15 years and at half of cost of excavating
and developing the next planned phase.

BUS SERVICE CHANGES

In May, the RWA Governing Board held a public hearing on
the environmental documents and adopted the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Valley Fill project. The next
step in the process of making this project a reality is the permitting process through the State of California.
RWA is a joint powers authority comprised of the six cities
and the County of Merced created to manage solid waste
disposal at the regional level. MCAG has managed RWA
since 2010 which includes the operations of both the
Merced and Los Banos landfills. The MCAG Governing Board
also serves as the RWA Governing Board.

Image above shows the proposed Valley Fill site outlined in green.
The image below depicts a side view of the “valley” - the expansion area
between two former phases at the landfill.

For more information about this project, please visit
www.mcagov.org/233/Valley-Fill-Project or contact Brooks
Stayer, RWA Director at bstayer@mcrwma.org or
(209)723-4481.

Upcoming RWA events!
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event
RWA will be hosting a Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) collection event at the Highway 59 Landfill, 7040 N. Highway 59,
Merced on Saturday, July 16th for residents and Conditionally-Exempt Small Quantity Generators (CESQG). HHW is any leftover
household product that contains ingredients that are corrosive, reactive, ignitable, flammable and/or toxic. Examples include:
Ammonia-based cleaners, non-empty aerosol cans (empty cans may be placed into a curbside recycling can), fluorescent tubes,
automotive and household batteries, paint, pool chemicals, solvents, and used motor oil. Before bringing items out to the facility,
please call 916-296-7478 to identify the amount and type of HHW that will be dropped off at the facility. Please note that under
State of California transportation regulations, there are quantity limitations on how much HHW can be transported. There is no
cost for residents within Merced County, but quantity limitations apply. Fees apply for CESQGs. For more information, please visit
www.mercedrecycles.com/hhw.html or call RWA at (209) 723-4481 ext. 24.

Oil Filter Exchange
On any Saturday or Sunday during the month of July, you can take your used oil filter in to any O’Reilly Auto Parts or AutoZone
location in Merced County and get a new one for free! Each person is limited to one filter per event and the maximum filter value
cannot exceed $12.99. This program is paid for by grant funds from the California Department of Resources Recycling and
Recovery. For more information, call (209)723-4481 x 24 or visit www.mercedrecycles.com.

MCAG Staff participate in national
dump the pump day!
To help spare the air and promote the efficiency of public
transit, MCAG staff took part in Dump the Pump day on June
16th. Pictured below is CivicSpark fellow Rebecca True and
YARTS Staff Analyst, Cindy Kelly on the
M4 on their way home from work.
“This was my first time taking the bus
in over 20 years” said Kelly. “The bus
stop was conveniently located within
walking distance of my house and
getting on and off the bus was a nohassle experience. The ride was
smooth and I am impressed with the
cleanliness of the bus and comfort of
the seats. Definitely worth it to Dump the Pump!”
Transit Manager, Rich Green is pictured
on the right waiting for the CATLinx in
Chowchilla. He took the CATLinx bus to
Merced where he caught the M5 and arrived at work in downtown Merced within
half an hour. Of his experience Green said
“It only took me a few more minutes to
get to work, but I was able to play on my
iPad the entire time instead of drive!”
Dump the Pump gave
Accounting Technician II, Malee VangUnruh, a reason to try out the bus for
the first time. “I look forward to utilizing it more as part of my everyday commute to work. It was easy and convenient” said Vang-Unruh.
Public transit is a transportation alternative available to everyone in Merced
County. Spare the air and let The Bus
take you there! For more information, contact The Bus at
(209)723-3100.

Changes to bus service set
to begin August 1st
Over the last few months, the Transit Joint
Powers Authority for Merced County (TJPA)
has met with stakeholders and members of
the community to identify and discuss changes
to the countywide fixed route bus system.
Following a ridership survey and a series of
workshops this spring and four public hearings in June, TJPA is
preparing to implement changes to the countywide fixed route
bus system August 1, 2016.
The major changes being proposed include:
 Reducing price of all-day passes to equal the cost of one
round trip to eliminate transfer passes
 Adding 1/2 price all day passes for ADA passengers, seniors
and veterans
 Adding buses in Merced at peak times with greater
frequency, every 30 minutes
 Reducing evening hours from 11pm to approximately 8pm
 Improving connections to commuter routes
 Switching to general dial-a-ride service in Los Banos, Gustine
and Dos Palos
 Expanding commuter routes on the west side to serve the
high demand areas of Los Banos
 Adding more connections to serve the new HSA facility at
Castle
“These changes reflect our continued commitment to providing
efficient and accessible transit service throughout Merced
County while being good fiscal stewards of taxpayer dollars,”
said Rich Green, Transit Manager. “The feedback we’ve received
from the public over the last few weeks has been instrumental in
helping identify where changes can be made while minimizing
the impact to riders.”
The Bus schedules and hours of operation can be found at
www.mercedthebus.com or by calling The Bus at (209)723-3100.

Bus fun at the Fair!

Above: Children visit with Buster at the Merced County Fair—
June 10, 2016. Left: John Garrett wins the daily bike drawing
after demonstrating how to easily rack a bike.

