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Measure V will fund transportation
projects in every community
Merced County voters will be asked to
make a decision about the future of
transportation funding in Merced
County while at the polls on November
8, 2016. Measure V - Merced County’s
1/2 cent transportation sales tax will be
on the November ballot, proposing to
generate $15 million in new revenue
annually that will be dedicated to muchneeded transportation investments
throughout the county. The plan provides transportation funding directly to
each of the six local governments and
the County of Merced and sets aside
funding for projects of regional benefit
along our highways and regionally
significant corridors.

2017 Anna Maria Fuentes Scholarship
Application now available
The 2017 Anna Maria Fuentes Scholarship application is now
available on the MCAG website. The MCAG Governing Board
and staff established this scholarship program in 2010 to honor
the memory of Anna Maria Fuentes, Grants Program Manager
at MCAG.
This scholarship is awarded by the MCAG Governing Board in
an amount to be determined annually. Recipients may receive
the scholarship for up to four years, or until their degree
objective is achieved, whichever is less, subject to submission
of annual scholastic documentation as required by MCAG.
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If successful, Measure V will make
Merced County a self-help county which means the region will
be more competitive for state and federal transportation grant
programs. Not being a self-help county leaves our region at a
competitive disadvantage. Without local revenue to leverage,
our region is unable to attract state and federal grant dollars
for our regional transportation system.
While 14 counties are pursuing self-help sales tax measures
during this election cycle, 81% of Californians already live in
self-help counties. For more information about the sales tax
measure, contact Stacie Dabbs at (209)723-3153 x 308.

The Scholarship is awarded annually to a graduating high
school senior in Merced County with a grade point average of
3.8 or higher who has demonstrated a high level of participation in extracurricular activities including positions of
leadership. Applicants must also provide a personal essay that
describes their need for scholarship in order to pursue higher
education goals.
Applicants are encouraged to visit the MCAG website
http://www.mcagov.org/217/Scholarship
for more information and to access the
scholarship application and instructions.
General inquiries can be directed to Eva
Garibay, Public Program Specialist, at
eva.garibay@mcagov.org or
209-723-3153 x 301.

DIRECTOR SPOTLIGHT: Stan Thurston
Director Stan Thurston was born in Merced and raised in the communities of Reedley and
Stockton, California. He is a Marine Corps veteran who served in Vietnam from 1969 to 1970
and was discharged as an E-5 Sergeant. Director Thurston received his undergraduate degree
from Cal State Fullerton. He graduated from Pepperdine University and practiced law for 25
years before returning to Merced.
Director Thurston served two terms on the Merced City Council from 1995-2003 and then
was elected to a two-year term as Mayor in 2011. He was re-elected to his second mayoral
term on November 5, 2013. In addition to his public service, Director Thurston is the president/general manager of Gemini Flight Support, an aviation services company located at the
former Strategic Air Command Base at Castle Airport. He is a member of the Civil Air Patrol
and a private pilot. He has served on the Castle Air Museum Foundation, and the San Joaquin
Valley Rail Committee. He and his wife, Ann, have two daughters and three grandchildren.
As his final mayoral term comes to an end this November, the MCAG management team and
staff would like to thank Director Thurston for his many years of dedicated service on the
MCAG Governing Board. We wish you the best!

City of Merced seeking Citizens Advisory
Focus Group applicants

Veterans ride The Bus for free on
veterans day
To honor those who have served our nation in the armed
forces, the Transit Joint Powers Authority for Merced County
(TJPAMC) is offering free rides on The Bus to veterans on
Veterans Day, Friday, November 11, 2016.
With a valid form of military identification such as an active
military identification card, a veteran’s health identification
card, or a retired military identification card, veterans can ride
the fixed route system throughout Merced County for the day
without charge.
“The Bus proudly salutes our nation’s veterans and active military,” said Transit Manager Rich Green. “All veterans and active military can ride any bus for half price throughout the year
and free on Veterans Day. Just show the bus operator your
valid V.A. Card or military ID and let us take you to where you
want to go” Green said.

The City of Merced is seeking applicants for a Citizens Advisory
Focus Group to assist with the development of a bike and
pedestrian plan. The input provided by the Focus Group will
help the project team understand existing and future conditions as they pertain to local experiences and knowledge.
Based on input received during the planning process, city staff
will develop the plan for final review and recommendation by
the Citizen Focus Group, which will then be forwarded to the
City Council for consideration.
A key objective of the project is to create a plan that is highly
reflective of citizen input, resulting in projects that improve
bicycle and pedestrian travel throughout the City, but especially the downtown area and around schools. Toward this end,
the City seeks a high level of public participation. The City is
seeking applicants from residents that live in the City of
Merced and its growth area including: students, employees,
people of all ages and incomes, disabled individuals, community groups and clubs, health advocates, and representatives
from local schools, colleges and universities; chambers of commerce, neighborhood associations; and major employers.
Interested applicants may contact the City of Merced Planning
Department at (209) 385-4768 or kingb@cityofmerced.org,.

The Bus will operate a weekend schedule on Veterans Day
(8am-5:45pm). For bus routes and schedules, please visit
www.mercedthebus.com or contact The Bus at (209)723-3100.

Holiday Toy Drive to “Stuff the Bus”
Once again, The Bus is partnering with the Merced County
Sheriff’s Department and Merced County Human Services
Agency for the annual Operation Holiday Toy Drive to benefit
children in Merced County.
The Bus will be located at the Walgreens parking lot on the
corner of G and Olive in Merced on Saturday, December 3,
2016 from 7:00am-2:00pm to collect donations of new,
unwrapped toys from the public. Cash donations, as well as,
new coats and blankets will also be accepted.
“The Bus is very excited to participate in the ‘Stuff The Bus’
event again this year,” said Transit
Manager Rich Green. “This is an opportunity to provide gifts for children and
teens in need, to help make their
holidays a little happier. One of the
great things about this event is that all
of the donations stay local for kids in our
communities,” Green said.
For more information about the toy
drive, please contact CJ Jones with
Merced County Human Services Agency
at (209)385-3000 x 5285.

Photo courtesy of Charles Phillips—October 13, 2016

yarts now accepting online reservations
Over the years, YARTS passengers have asked for an easier,
guaranteed way to ride YARTS to Yosemite National Park. As a
result, YARTS has recently partnered with Betterez, Inc to
launch an online reservation system pilot project. Now, passengers can book their trip in advance at www.yarts.com using
PayPal Pro and simply show the printed confirmation to the
driver when boarding.
This online reservation system is a pilot program for the Hwy
140 service and will run through November 17, 2016. For more
information please visit www.yarts.com or contact Cindy Kelly
at cynthia.kelly@yarts.com.

November Meetings
& Community Events
11/4

Citizens Advisory Committee Meeting

11/8

Election Day

11/9

Technical Review Board Meeting

11/11

MCAG Office closed;
Veterans Ride The Bus for Free

11/17

Governing Board Meeting @ City of Dos Palos

Merced
11/5-12 Field of Honor, Merced College, for details please
visit www.mercedfieldofhonor.org
11/11

Veterans Day Parade in Merced 1PM, Main St.

Gustine
11/12

Airport Fly-in, Gustine 9:00 AM-3:00 PM

11/26

Christmas Parade

On-going: Gustine “Get Fit” Wednesdays 6:00 PM—8:00 PM
Gustine High School Track

Livingston
11/5

Livingston Youth Basketball Registration 9:00 am
12:00 pm, Livingston City Hall 1416 C St

11/23

Livingston Court of Trees Registration form due.

12/2

Downtown Livingston Lighted Christmas Parade
and Gift Fair—5pm to 9pm. Parade starts at 7pm
at Park Street and Main Street. Parade and
vendor applications are online at
www.livingstoncity.com.

On-going: Ballet/Jazz and Kempo Karate Classes available in
Livingston. For more information, please visit the City
of Livingston website at www.livingstoncity.com.

STAFF SPOTLIGHT:
Rene Ruiz & Sergio Lomeli
MCAG is excited to welcome our two
newest staff members, Rene Ruiz and
Sergio Lomeli.
Rene Ruiz joined the MCAG
Accounting Department in October
as an Accountant I. He received his
Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration with a double
concentration in accounting and
finance in May of this year from
California State University, Stanislaus
after transferring from Merced
College. He graduated with Honors (Cum Laude) and debt free
from CSU Stanislaus.
Rene was born in Tecoman, Colima Mexico where, as a little
boy, he sold fruit that grew in his backyard on the street. He is
the first his family to get a Bachelor degree. Rene enjoys movie
night and spending time with his loving family.
Sergio Lomeli joined the Transit
department as the new Administrative Assistant after six years of
experience working in transit with
the TJPA operations contractors.
While working in operations, Sergio
worked as a paratransit operator,
fixed route operator and most
recently as a road supervisor. He is
looking forward to incorporating his
operations knowledge to the
administrative side of The Bus.
Sergio was born and raised in Merced, CA. He enjoys spending
time with his wife and family, as well as playing soccer.
Welcome to MCAG team Rene & Sergio!

STAY CONNECTED!
To receive text and/or email notifications from MCAG related
to public meetings, traffic alerts, RFP releases, job opportunities, and more, visit www.mcagov.org
and click on the “Notify Me” icon.
You can also follow us on Twitter,
Facebook and YouTube!

The MCAG Staff would like to wish you and your family a

Halloween at MCAG—October 31, 2016

